
Urgent: 209 fin whales are about to be killed. Tell Iceland's Ministers to ban cruel fin 
whale hunting.  

August 30, 2023  

To: 
Svandís Svavarsdóttir 
Minister for Food, Agriculture and Fisheries Iceland  

Cc: 
LiljaAlfre sdóttir 
Minister of Culture and Business Affairs  

Dear Minister Svavarsdóttir,  

As concerned citizens of a planet in peril, we stand in solidarity with the Icelandic community 
and are writing to urge you to stay on the right side of history by not allowing the cruel 
hunting of fin whales to continue in September.  

We are grateful that on June 20th, you made the brave decision to pause whaling in Iceland 
until the end of August, sparing the lives of up to 209 fin whales.  

The foreign film industry invests more than one hundred million USD in Iceland each year. 
It's with this in mind that we, the below artists and advocates, express our deep concern 
about the potential resumption of whaling in September.  

We understand your ministry is faced with a difficult political decision, whether to allow 
Kristján Loftsson to resume hunting fin whales in September or not. Scientifically, ethically, 
and morally, the decision should not be difficult.  

Fin whale populations were decimated by nearly 90% due to commercial whaling in the last 
150 years. Not only are fin whales an endangered species under the Endangered Species 
Act, and listed as vulnerable under IUCN, but they are also critical to the health of our 
oceans.  

Whales are a keystone species that help fertilize the oceans, promoting phytoplankton 
growth through iron in their feces. The oceans are the lungs of the world, providing half the  

oxygen we breathe, and they are the largest carbon sink on the planet. Fin whales play a 
significant role in both creating oxygen and sequestering carbon.  

Ralph Chami, a former IMF director, has estimated that great whales like the fin whale are 
worth up to $3,000,000 in their lifetime for their role in carbon sequestration. To put it simply, 
one great whale does the work of 1,500 trees.  

The world has had a moratorium on commercial whaling for almost forty years. Iceland, 
Norway, and Japan are the only countries that are engaged in commercial whaling today, 
and Iceland is the only country that hunts fin whales.  

In a poll this spring, more than half of Icelanders want whaling to end. Less than 2% of the 
whale meat, hunted around Iceland's shores, is consumed in Iceland. Almost all the meat is  



shipped to Japan, and it's reported that Kristján Loftsson's company loses millions every 
year he goes whale hunting. Killing whales in Iceland is not done to feed the nation, or for 
profit.  

Recently Kristján Loftsson has been spreading false propaganda claiming that whales are 
harmful to the climate. Why is Iceland turning a blind eye to an industry of no benefit to the 
country, that is damaging both the ecosystem and Iceland's reputation?  

The world is watching and we urge you to make the right decision again. Svandís, please 
stay on the right side of history. If the Ministry allows Kristján Loftsson to start whaling again 
in September, we will not bring our projects to Iceland.  
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