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EDITORIAL

From Leather-Clad

Knights To A Golden

The only way
to describe
the year in
Icelandic
music now
behind us is
“Absolutely
wild!” Earlier this year, Iceland
got itself into a small interna-
tional diplomatic crisis when
the ultra-BDSM-dark-lords-
of the-inescapable-death-of-
materialism band Hatari waved
the Palestinian flag at the
grotesquely pretentious and odd
Eurovision Song Contest.
Apparently, it’s not allowed
to display state flags on Israeli
TV... or is it only the Palestin-
ian flag that can’t be shown? Of
course, the leather-clad knights
of nihilism didn’t care and made
Eurovision history with their
stunt. Naturally, their song,

"Hatrid mun sigra" (Hate will
prevail), has been named Song of
the Year by the Reykjavik Grape-
vine Music Awards. You can read
the details about Hatari’s award
and all the other winners from
page 10.

Another Icelandic band
catching international attention
in 2019 was darkwave darlings
Keelan Mikla. They managed to
charm legendary Cure front-
man Robert Smith, with him
inviting the talented trio to
international festivals to play
alongside the likes of The Pixies
and the Deftones. We hear the
young women managed to bum
out those optimistic Pollyannas
with their dark flair.

Anybody keeping even a
cursory eye on the scene won'’t
be surprised by the power-
house we’ve named Artist of

Globe

the Year. Hildur Gudnadottir
wrote the music for the biggest
cultural events of the whole
world when it came to television
and cinema: HBO’s ‘Chernobyl’
miniseries and the blockbuster
‘Joker. Her talent has been rack-
ing up nominations, winning
awards, and making history for
women Composers.

We at the Grapevine are
incredibly proud of all of our
musicians. Keep on rocking, and
keep on surprising the world
with your immense talents.

The Reykjavik Grapevine
Music Awards ceremony will be
held at Rontgen on January 17th.
If you're brave enough, dear
reader, you are cordially invited
to our celebration of Icelandic
music. VG ¢

Elin Elisabet is an illus-
trator and cartoonist
born and raised in
Borgarnes. At the
tender age of 15, Elin
moved to Reykjavik
and hasn't looked
back, except for the
annual springtime
impulse to move
someplace quiet

and keep chickens.
Elin likes folk music,
stationery, seal vid-
eos, the country of
Ireland, and eggs.

Hannah Jane Cohen is
based out of Iceland
by way of New York.
She's known for her
love of Willa Ford,
David Foster Wallace,
and other such
"intellectuals." Her
visionary work is
known for expand-
ing the definitions of
emotion, introspec-
tion, and above all
else, taste. Hannah is
also the current Drag
King of Iceland, Hans.

Rlexander Jean
Edvard Le Sage

de Fontenay is a
Reykjavik-born part-
time DJ (under the
pseudonym Bervit),
event-planner and
lover of art, creation
and aesthetics. Most
recent endeavors in-
clude co-producing
The Grapevine’s own
Grassroots concerts
at Harra and LungA
Art Festival's busy
event schedule.

Inés Pereira gradu-
ated in Journalism
and immediately
traded the warm
coast of Portugal for
the icy landscapes of
South Iceland. From
ayoung age she

felt she would have
to write to express
herself, being that
she was interested in
everything and great
at nothing.

Samuel 0'Donnell

Sam is an English
major from The
United States. He
has his Bachelor’s
Degree, and keeps
telling himself that
this is the year he
will begin pursu-

ing his Master’s. In
his spare time, he
enjoys playing video
games, writing short
horror stories, listen-
ing to all kinds of
metal, and reading.

Sveinbjorn Palsson
is our Art Director.

He's responsible for
the design of the
magazine and the
cover photography.
When he's not work-
ing here, he DJs as
Terrordisco, hosts
the Funkpatturinn
radio show, or sits at
atable in a Laugarda-
lur café, drinking
copious amounts of
coffee and thinking
about fonts.

Andie Fontaine has
lived in Iceland since
1999 and has been

reporting since 2003.

They were the first
foreign-born mem-
ber of the Icelandic
Parliament, in 2007-
08, an experience
they recommend for
anyone who wants
to experience a
workplace where
colleagues work tire-
lessly to undermine
each other.

arawlings is Grape-
vine's literature
correspondent, also
covering environ-
mental news, travel,
and more. An inter-
disciplinary artist
whose work focuses
on environmental
ethics, dysfluency,
and watery bodies,
her books include
'Wide slumber for
lepidopterists' and
'Sound of Mull.'

Josie Gaitens is

a freelance arts
project coordinator,
musician and writer
from the Scottish
Highlands. She was
once erroneously
referred to as the
Queen of Scotland
by a Malaysian news-
paper and has been
falsely using that
title ever since.
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APOTEK

KITCHEN + BAR

THE HOME
OF ICELANDIC
SEAFOOD
AND LAMB

APOTEK Kitchen+Bar is a casual-smart
restaurant located in one of Reykjaviks
most historical buildings.

We specialize in fresh seafood
and local ingredients
prepared with a modern twist.

APOTEK KITCHEN+BAR / Austurstreti 16 / 101 Reykjavik / apotek.is
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Birgir Pérarinsson, pictured with some libs he just triggered

s What Are Icelanders

Talking About?

The headlines exploding the
comments sections

Words: Andie Fontaine Photos: Grapevine Art Dept.

NEWS One of the weirdest
T attempts at igniting a
social media shitstorm in 2020
came in late December, when
news broke that Reykjavik would
be doing away with downtown’s
green UF0-looking public toilets in
2020. The coin-operated capsules,
seven in all, have cost the City of
Reykjavik about 40 million ISK per
year to maintain via the contractor
who operates them, and long story
short, the city simply chose not
to renew the contract. Nonethe-
less, there were numerous earnest
attempts at tacking this affront on
to the growing list of grievances
people have against the City Coun-
cil majority, with lurid forecasts
of the streets running yellow with
effluence. Much could be criticised
about the City Council majority; the
decommissioning of seven public
toilets was a weird hill to die on.

Birgir Porarinsson, an MP for the
Centre Party, has managed to cause
a small sensation, as his party is
often wont to do. In a New Year’s
Day speech at a local church, which
was then forwarded to the media, he
proposed that lceland should only
accept refugees if they're Chris-
tian, and that Christianity should
be taught in primary schools again.
Birgir’s great concern for the pres-
ervation of Christian values appar-
ently does not apply to members of
his own party, who were amongst
those recorded speaking abusively
about their female colleagues in
the Klausturgate scandal. Perhaps
Birgir should open his Bible to
Matthew 7:3 before sounding off
on the subject again.

The annual debate about fire-
works got rolling again last month.
Environmentalists were diligent

which stayed pretty much the same
as last year.

The honeymoon might be over
when it comes to Iceland as a hot
tourist destination, and The Inde-
pendent has joined the fray of
international media outlets advis-
ing people not to visit Iceland on
account of their being too many
tourists here already, and because
the country is expensive. This is a
refrain we’ve been hearing for years
now, though, yet many people still
come to the country each day. That

Scene from Reykjavik ToiletCo Boardroom, yesterday

in pointing out the tremendous
amount of air pollution that fire-
works generate, in the form of
particulate matter and various
heavy metals, including lead and
chromium. Others pointed out
how fireworks terrify animals.
While polling showed an increase
in approval for a ban on fireworks,
this was not reflected in sales,

said, hotel bookings have been on
the decline, as have Airbnb listings,
so where all these people are stay-
ing is anyone’s guess. &
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3 i \ ¢ Get to know the real Reykjavik with
3 " '@ our funny and informative guides!

“We had an excellent tour
today, with some

interesting information

that you would not normally
pick up without local guide.
Highly recommend”

- Neal Gascoine

Check out our podcast,
where we tell funny,
weird and interesting
stories from Icelandic
folklore and history

www.iollowme.is

More information
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Company Leads Tourists On
Snowmobile Tour On A Glacier,

Requiring Rescue From Storm

39 tourists saved from grave danger on Langjokull

NEWS

Words:
Andie Fontaine

Photos:
Landsbjorg

39 tourists, including several chil-
dren, needed to be rescued from atop
Langjokull glacier on January 7th, RUV
reports, when their snowmobile tour
was caught in a storm. Several of them
have reportedly sustained injuries
from frostbite, and a meteorologist
tells reporters that a severe weather

warning was issued long before the
tour began. Police are now investigat-
ing the matter.

About 200 rescue workers hurried
to the scene when the distress call was
made just before 22:00 in the evening.
It took great effort to locate and trans-
port the unfortunate travellers to shel-

ter, and the rescue effort was further
complicated by very poor visibility and
many closed roads in the area.

Storm warning

While there were thankfully no casu-
alties, some of those rescued suffered
from frostbite on their fingers, and
one woman needed to be transported
to hospital. They had reportedly been
on the glacier for several hours.

Elin Bjork Jonasdottir, a meteor-
ologist at the Icelandic Met Office,
told reporters that the tour company
in question, Mountaineers of Iceland,
should have been well aware that
weather conditions were going to
get worse. As reported, news of an
impending storm was sent out earlier
in the morning, and by midday, flights
and bus service had been cancelled.

Déja vu

This is not the first time Mountain-
eers of Iceland has been in the news
for reported mismanagement of a
snowmobile tour. Last January, an
Australian couple sued the company
for allegedly abandoning them on
Langjokull and leaving them trapped
in a storm for seven hours.

A reporter for Fréttabladiod
attempted to get a comment from
Mountaineers of Iceland, and were
told by tour guide Olafur Tryggvason
that they were “looking into the issue”
but otherwise had nothing to say. The
reporter made several more attempts
to call the company before being told
by Olafur to “shut the hell up.”

Fréttabladid also reports that South
Iceland police have been interviewing
people as they were being rescued, and
the matter is being investigated. ¢

FOOD OF ICELAND You would think that prepar-
ing a simple mixed Christmas
drink would be banal, but
when it comes to preparing
Icelanders’ favourite Christ-
mas concoction, your life and
reputation just might depend
[ B o your Malt og Appelsin mix-
ology. But first, what are Malt
and Appelsin, the dual ingre-
dients in Iceland’s traditional
Joéladl (Christmas ale)?
Malt is an old Icelandic
drink that we started brew-
ing yearly around 1915. If you

I
can imagine a slightly sweet,

— 0,
“ non-alcoholic Guinness, then
you're close. For decades,
E : the drink was quite expen-

sive, which resulted in the
tendency to mix it with other

drinks to make it last a little
bit longer.

Enter Appelsin, an Ice-
landic orange soda that
Olgerdin, the biggest brewery
in Iceland, began manufac-
turing in 1955. Icelanders
quickly learned that the
result of combining sweet
Appelsin and heady Malt
resulted in a tasty Christmas
ale.

Now we get to the con-
troversial part: How one
combines these drinks is
nothing less than a religious
custom. Every year, it must be
the same family member that
takes on this great respon-
sibility—and they better not
mess it up if they want to

keep their family member-
ship. For hardcore believers,
the perfect blend is 60% Malt
and 40% Appelsin, while oth-
ers swear by a clean 50/50
mix. Be mindful of with whom
you discuss the sacred ratio,
as the conversation could
easily lead to banishment
from Icelandic society or a
good old fistfight.

There are outliers in Ice-
landic society when it comes
to the Joladl. Some noncon-
formists preach a blend of
50% Malt and 30% Appelsin,
with Coca Cola making up the
difference. In the past, there
were even some idiots who
preferred Pepsi over Coke,
but the Yule Cat hunted them

all down and rid the country
of such heresy.

So there you are, Malt og
Appelsin: The drink that could
literally ruin your reputation
and status (perhaps your
whole life). Enjoy. G &
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Professor

@: Why Are Casinos
lllegal In Iceland?

Daniel bPér Glason, Professor of Psy-
chology at the University Of Iceland,
is the preeminent expert on the
science and history of gambling in
Iceland. Here, he explains why you'll
never need to learn card counting
in Iceland.

At the beginning of the last century,
Icelanders were participating in for-
eign lotteries, causing the authori-
ties concerns about a flow of capital
leaving the country. This led to the
country’s first gambling law in 1926,
which stated that any gambling op-
eration in Iceland was illegal with-
out specific permission and that any
participation in foreign lotteries was
alsoillegal. However, a discussion led
in Congress in 1933 permitted the
University of Iceland to start oper-
ating a monthly lottery. Since 1933,
only five other licenses for gambling
operation have been issued, each by
a specific law that specifies the type
of gambling allowed for each license.

Iceland’s policy for gambling
could, therefore, best be described
as a licensed based monopoly sys-
tem where certain non-govern-
mental institutions or charities are
licensed to operate certain types
of gambling to fund their organiza-
tion. Thus, the legal gambling mar-
ket today consists of three-monthly
lotteries, EGMs (electronic gambling
machines), scratch cards, National
Lotto, Viking Lotto, Euro jackpot and
sports pools.

Casinos are, however, not permit-
ted in Iceland, and any forms of or-
ganized betting on card games (e.g.,
poker) including internet gaming
(casino games) is illegal. The most
probable reason for this is a concern
that increased participation in ca-
sino games could lead to an increase
in problem gambling.

--@EA#HOLSHELL.IR —
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THE NATURAL CHOICE

ICELANDIC LAMB - BEYOND COMPARE

True to our tradition of 1,100 years, pure-bred Icelandic Lamb grazes freely, acquiring
delicate seasonings of berries and herbs. Its premium quality, texture, and delicious flavour make
it the natural choice of leading chefs. Look for the Icelandic Lamb Shield, a guarantee
of excellence awarded to Icelandic restaurants.

www.icelandiclamb.is



Grapevine's own U6lva has foresight on fleek

Volvuspa

From doom prophet of yore to fortune teller of next year's gossip

ICELANDIC
SUPERSTITIONS

Words:
Andie Fontaine

Photo:
Adobe Stock

Few Icelandic cultural constructs have
undergone as much change as the
Vo6lvuspa. Which stands to reason,
given that it’s a concept that’s been
around since at least the 10th century.
While Icelandic might have changed
very little over this period of time,
what a Vélvuspa is has changed so

much that today’s version is essentially
a completely different thing from what
it was in the Settlement Period.

The original V6lvuspa is the first
poem of the Poetic Edda. Its name can
be loosely translated as “the predic-
tion of the seeress,” and is for very
good reason probably the most popu-

lar poem in the Poetic Eddas. In it, an
unnamed seeress reveals how the world
came into being, and how the pantheon
of the Icelandic deities were formed.
Things take a dark turn later on, as she
predicts how the twilight of the gods—
Ragnarok—will come into being.

Pretty heavy stuff, to be sure, but
today’s Volvuspa is anything but. As
each year draws to a close, various
media outlets will release their own
Volvuspa, wherein a usually unnamed
author makes predictions about what
major events will come to pass in the
year to come. While no one seems
to take them very seriously, they are
nonetheless very popular. You can think
of today’s V6lvuspa as pop astrology:
entertainment that no one admits to
believing in yet everyone pays attention
to. The phenomenon of the modern
Voélvuspa is a true Icelandic supersti-
tion. &

"Its name can be
loosely translated
as 'the prediction
of the seeress,’
and is for very
good reason
probably the most
popular poem in
the Poetic Eddas."
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When it comes to cats, historically, Iceland-
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GRAPEVINE
PLAYLIST

This song is like turn-
ing on a radiator in an
old house after hours
spent in the cold. It
starts off sparse, with
some sounds to let
you know it’s on, and
those sounds get
progressively faster.
Then the melody
kicks in, and you feel
that warmth. Much
like an old radiator,
though, this song
only gets so warm
before it shuts off.
That seems to be the
point in this unhappy
tune.

I'm not gonna

lie, this is a great
headbanger. This

is a melodic and
angry good old rock/
Metal tune; a great
one to listen to with
your dad so he can
remember the times
when he was cool.
You know, before he
had you and had to
go corporate.

“Ekki nokkud” (Not a
thing), is a hilarious
sarcastic take on

a famous and silly
quote from an Icelan-
dic alt-right advocate
and a professor at
the University of
Iceland scared of
Greta Thunberg and,
of course, scepti-

cal about global
warming. It was
written for the an-
nual Aramétaskaupid
sketch comedy revue,
it's an instant classic
like everything Prins
Pol6 produces.

K.6la burst onto the
scene with a bang
last year with “Nyir
draumar” off her
excellent album, ‘Allt
verdur alltilze’. With
her new song, “Plast-
prinsessan vaknar”
(Awakening of the
Plastic Princess), K.6la
sings about sadness
in her oddly retro
style that reminds

oTALLY BiINGED THE
v;,"HIOLTE GEACoN N A WEEK!
YOV HPNE TO See 1!
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ers are not fans. We have the
brutal Yule Cat that eats poor
children around

Christmas and

the monster

~\\\ Skuggabaldur
(you could

translate it as “the burden
of the shadow”),thenasryspawn ofacatnd
a fox that cannot be killed with a gun. The saying
“varla upp 1 nos a ketti” translates to “This is hardly
enough to fit it in the nose of a cat,” and means that you

have such a limited amount of something, you couldn’t stuff the freak-
ing cat with it. It’s a negative thing to say and often used in Icelandic
when you're unhappy with portion sizes. But, keep in mind, anything
you have will probably fit up the snout of Skuggabaldur, and that “it” is

probably you. So, run! VG ¢
I 4

sarla upp

nos a ketti“

of the magic of The
Sugarcubes. Sprinkle
some heavy violins
and you have a mel-
ancholic weirdness of
a plastic princess.

Bjarki is truly a busy
guy. He released the
EP ‘Psychotic_Win-
dow’in December
2019, following up
on the success of
his brilliant album,
‘Happy Earthday;
which dropped in
February. The new
album is as diverse
as its predecessor,
perhaps skewing a
little bit darker. The
soundscape is as
unique as ever, giving
listeners the sense
that this guy hasn't
just evolved as a
musician, he is close
to achieving some
kind of an Electro
Nirvana.

You OVERESTIMATE ME.

VOURE TALKING TO THE
Son WHO FRINTED

DURNG THE SHAPE
of WATER

“Geimvera” the Ice-
landic word for “Alien”
is a great addition to
this new stoner wave
of Icelandic pc hip-
hop, with a dash of
R&B sexiness. | know,
| know, it sounds like
these words were
randomly selected
but | can only make
sense of how good it
sounds by adjectiviz-
ing with all the words
Ilike.

ARTISAN BAKERY
& COFFEE HOUSE-

SANDHOLT

REYKJAVIK
LAUGAVEGUR 36 - 101 REYKJAVIK

OPEN EVERYDAY 6.30 - 21.00
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“Yeah, how do I explain it?” composer
Hildur Guonadoéttir ponders aloud over
the phone. She’s currently in Berlin,
sitting in her studio. “This year, just by
complete accident, both projects that I
worked on—the reception of them—
went beyond my wildest dreams. It’s
been quite incredible.”

The projects in question are two
soundtracks: one for the HBO mini-
series ‘Chernobyl’ and the second for
the Warner Brothers film ‘Joker.” Call-
ing each work “acclaimed” would be
an understatement—’'Chernobyl’ won
Hildur an Emmy award and is currently
nominated for a Grammy, while ‘Joker’
nabbed a Golden Globe and is a favou-
rite to take home an Academy Award.

NO EGO

That said, the two soundtracks could
not be more stylistically different.
For ‘Chernobyl, Hildur, a classically
trained cellist, gave her instrument
a break and created a score almost
entirely composed of non-instru-
mental sounds, most of which were
recorded by Hildur inside an actual
nuclear power plant.

“When you're doing film music you
have to put your ego aside and be a
servant of the story that’s being told,”
she explains, referring to this non-
traditional approach. “So even though
I'm normally more comfortable with
an instrument, I just felt that the story
needed something else,” she says. “it
was quite an easy decision to make.”

SYMBIOTIC SOUNDS

For ‘Joker, Hildur found her sound in
the darkest depths of Arthur Fleck’s
character. “The strongest moments of
intense inspiration hit me after read-
ing the script,” she explains. “When
I first found his notes, it hit me like
lightning in my chest. That was my
way into his head and into what I felt
like he wanted to say.”

This resulted in an intensely symbi-
otic relationship between the music,
acting and direction in the film. Hildur

—_

g

wrote pieces for ‘Joker’ before film-
ing even started, which director Todd
Philips played on set while filming.
Hildur’s work, therefore, became a
literal soundtrack to the creation of the
whole movie.

“The music ended up influencing
the performances, the cinematography
and the whole pacing of the film. So
much so that in scenes like the bath-
room dance, that’s [Joaquin Phoenix’s]
actual response to the music that you
hear in the film,” Hildur explains, with
palpable wonderment in her voice.
“When they sent me the scene, I just
saw Joaquin responding to this music
in exactly the same way in which I had
felt it when I first wrote it. We had
never exchanged a word. It was such a
magical process.”

GIVING AN
EXAMPLE

The critical acclaim and widespread
media attention that both projects
received have thrust Hildur into the
spotlight, a position that she doesn’t
seem fully comfortable inhabiting.
“It’s quite exposing,” she admits. But
she also hopes to use this platform
to encourage other women to join an
industry still dominated by men. She
believes the situation is moving in a
positive direction, but still has a long
way to go.

“I felt a big change after #MeToo.
The film music world was definitely
more aware of the lack of women in
the industry and the numbers say it
all. Even last year, it was only around
1% of the 500 biggest grossing films
had music written by women, so the
numbers are just preposterously low,”
she explains. “But I think the best way

to change that is just to show up and

do the work and just give an example,
both to the industry and to younger
women.”

Hildur’s Golden Globe win inearly
January made history in this regard, as
she became the first solo woman to win
for Best Score.

K.,
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Words: Josie Gaitens

BACK TO BASICS

This year will prove to be another busy
and varied one for the composer, but in
quite a different way from the previous.
“I'm taking a little bit of a film break,”
she admits. “I've had such an unusually
extroverted year, it really feels like it’s
time to go back into my cave.”

Instead, Hildur will inhabit other
areas of the art world. This month sees
the launch of a new exhibition with
Olafur Eliasson, in which Hildur excit-
edly relays there will be, “a robot play-
ing cello!” Fans can also look forward
to the release of a new album.

But whatever project Hildur takes
on next, you can bet on it being adven-
turous and thrilling. “I feel a sense of
urgency in almost all that work that I
create,” she laughs infectiously. “I'm
someone who doesn’t really do things Photo: Til}\pthée Lambrecq
halfway.” AL

“You have to
put your ego
aside and be
a servant of
the story that’s
‘being told.”
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ALBUM OF THE YEAR:
“SERMON’ BY UNE MISERE

“A sermon 1s a form of celebration.”

2019 was a banner year for metal
quintet Une Misére. Record label
Nuclear Blast signed them in January,
the same month they released their
first single ‘Damages.’ In November,
they dropped their debut album
‘Sermon, which found its way onto
essentially every metalhead’s albums of
the year list. Now, it has earned them
the Grapevine Album of the Year, and
for good reason—each track is a well-
polished anthem to misery.

CELEBRATING
MISERY

But why ‘Sermon’? “A sermon is a
form of celebration,” vocalist Jon
Mar Asbjérnsson explains. When Jén
conceived the title, he envisioned
one of those megachurches where

the minister flies in on a private jet,
preaching to a massive crowd about
how life is great. “I thought, ‘yeah, that’s
proper bullshit,” he says, laughing. So
instead, the band took the idea and
inverted it. “[‘Sermon’] is a celebration
of misery,” he concludes.

The group may joke about the origins
of the album title, but for Jén, every
moment of ‘Sermon’ is an intimate one.
“The album is written about my times
of addiction where I didn’t feel. And I
wished I could feel,” he says. “Then I got
clean, and I started feeling, and it was
awful, but I was still feeling.”

DON'T FORGET PAIN

While the album centers around Jon’s
journey to sobriety, each member has
their own emotional attachment to

certain songs. “For the impact factor,
the beauty, the anger, for everything
packed into one song, for me, it has to
be ‘Fallen Eyes,” says guitarist Fannar.
“That one song is every single song on
the album.”

The band’s drummer, Benni, zeroes
in on the track ‘Burdened/Suffering’.
“When we were recording, I finished
it last. It was pretty great to finish it,
and to feel like the sermon is done.” To
him, the song encapsulates everything
they’re trying to do as a band, and pays
homage to their biggest influences. “I
feel like we captured something that we
really wanted to in that song,” he says.

Jon’s favourite tracks are either ‘Sin
& Guilt’ or ‘Voiceless’ The lyrics for
‘Voiceless’ are about veganism, about
which he is very passionate, but ‘Sin
& Guilt, he explains, is more personal.

“Don’t let me forget my pain,” he says,
referencing a lyric of the song. “No
matter if someone hurts you or you
hurt someone, it’s your pain. I don’t
wanna forget that.”

2020 VISION

If 2019 was the year Une Misere claimed
their metal throne, 2020 will be the
first year of their reign. “We’re gonna
be really fucking busy in 2020,” Joén says.
“A lot of stuff we can’t talk about yet,
but the things we can talk about we are
really excited about.”

“But we are still recording and
rehearsing new music,” Benni
interjects. “So it’s just a matter of time
until we enter the studio again and do
something new.”

Words:
Sam 0’Donnell
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While 2018 saw the release of their
breakthrough effort ‘Nott eftir nétt, it
was 2019 that cemented Kaelan Mikla
as bonafide international goth sensa-
tions. The dark wave, post-punk trio
burst onto the world stage in 2019, with
their first ever North American tour, as
well as numerous European dates and
some really serious festival slots. Back
in Iceland for a brief break before the
madness resumes, the trio sat down
to reminisce on the past 12 mystical
months.

TOO MANY
TO COUNT

“It’s hard to keep track,” bassist Margrét
Roésa Déru-Harrysdottir admits when
asked about what they’ve been up
to. “We played Eurosonic in January
(2019). We played a lot of festivals. We
finished a headline tour around Europe
and then did a United States tour up to
Canada. We also played in the middle
of Russia.” She pauses and trails off—
there’s clearly too much to remember.
“Ok, a lot of dates!”

While previous years had seen
the young women play to big crowds
abroad, most notably in 2018 when The
Cure frontman Robert Smith booked
them to play two high profile gigs,

2019 brought about an even bigger and
broader reach for the band.

“We played at a festival in the
middle of Russia, close to the border
of Kazakhstan, a city called Perm,”
synthesizer player Soélveig Matthildur
Kristjansdottir explains. “It was a really
different place and there was a huge
crowd there. I was like, ‘What? There
are people who listen to us here?”” she
laughs. “It was so fun.”

PURE INSANITY

Robert Smith’s patronage also brought
them onstage with some of their idols
last year. In the summer, he invited
them to play at the exclusive Pasadena
Daydream Festival in California, which
The Cure were both headlining and
curating. With only eight other bands
on the programme, including scene
giants The Pixies and The Deftones, it
was no doubt a highlight for the artists.
“To be in a lineup of only eight bands
and to be one of those huge names, it
was insane,” S6lveig emphasises.

But the girls are equally fond of
their recent Iceland Airwaves perfor-
mance, which gave them a rare chance
to play to their home crowd. “There
were so many people from Iceland
who haven’t seen us for so long and it’s
fun to know they can see our growth,”
Margrét explains. “We’ve been really
focusing on getting our music out
there and performing a lot abroad.
When finally we got to play this gig at
Iceland Airwaves, it was really reward-
ing,” Sblveig agrees.

TOURING TRIALS

But touring, of course, doesn’t come
without challenges. “The main way
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we cope with everything is that we
are all best friends and we take care of
each other,” says vocalist Laufey Soffia
“Everyone goes out of their way and
that’s how we stay strong together.”

Now, the three have their collective
sights focused on the future, support-
ing Alcest on a big European tour
planned for February and a bunch of
festival slots still to be announced. “We
have a really exciting year ahead,” says
Margrét. “Just as busy as last year—
even busier!”

/ 1

/-'-A'I
« Ao Sag s

r*,- -

“We are
all best frien

and we take care .
of each other.”
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“That’s al-
ways our end
goal: To create
something no
one has ever
heard before.”

Words: Hannah Jane Cohen

Producers Bjarki Sigurdarson and
Teitur Helgi Skulason could best be
described as low-key. In person, the
duo—which works under the moniker
Ra:tio—exemplifies the word “chill.”
At first meeting, you'd never guess
that every album the two have touched
has blown up, and as they stand,
they’re probably the most talked-about
production team in the country. Calling
them One To Watch even feels insuffi-
cient—so let’s revise that, they’re One
To Follow.

PURE ENERGY

The duo burst onto the scene in 2018
with their debut release, GDRN’s ‘Hvad
ef’ The album, which actually won the
2019 Grapevine Album Of The Year, was
one of the biggest Icelandic releases
that year—if not the biggest—and
cemented GDRN as one of the foremost
singers in the country.

Both Bjarki and Teitur are remark-
ably modest about their involvement.
“It was funny because we didn’t have
any expectations. We were both making
our first records,” Teitur explains. “We
had no idea what we were doing, but we
had this critical voice in our heads, so
we just chose the right types of songs
that fit. It’s a weird energy—hopeful
but not serious.”

Whatever that critical voice was, it

ONE TO WATCH: RA:TIO

worked, and from there, they moved
onto a hugely popular collaboration
with ClubDub. “ClubDub had this
mentality straight from the start that
as long as they had fun and we had fun
in the studio, nothing else mattered,”
Bjarki says. “That gave us freedom to
try whatever we wanted,” Teitur adds.
The two subsequently began to expand
their sound into more club pop terri-
tory. “We shifted the focus. It was a fun
period.”

This year, they released ‘energy’ by
una schram, an R&B songstress and
one of the most talked-about newbies
on the Icelandic scene. “Una would
come to us with written songs. She
knew exactly how she wanted to sing
the melody and had the lyrics done,”
Teitur explains. Both artists were
impressed by her professionalism. “I
really admire her songwriting abili-
ties,” Bjarki agrees. “She is so talented
and promising. I can’t wait to see what
she does next.”

COHESIVE
COLLABORATION

The pair often seem more like broth-
ers than creative partners. They exist
on the same wavelength, anticipat-
ing each other’s stream of conscious-
ness and often finishing each other's
thoughts. Perhaps it’s this cohesion
that has allowed them to produce such
seamless work.

“Bjarki is a big picture guy. He has
a musical brain. He always knows what
direction the song is supposed to go
in.” Teitur says, when asked about their
working style. “And he’s a fun guy to be
around. He’s always in a good mood.”

At that, Bjarki smiles. “I mean,
Teitur is just my best friend,” he
responds, simply. “We connect on the
fact that we're both really big perfec-
tionists. Everything has to be right,
but we complement each other’s weak-
nesses. We always try and find what
could go better in demos of beats. He’s
also super creative and can always
resolve an issue. And again, like I said
before, he’s an all-around great guy and
my best friend.”

Teitur returns his smile. “Thanks.”

THE END GOAL

In 2020, the duo plans to expand their
horizons. “We’re not working on one
album. We’re doing sessions with a lot
more artists,” Bjarki explains. “Making
one song with each—trying to spread
out a little more. It’s been fun because
we’ve always been focused on one proj-
ect for many months, but now we’re
meeting new people everyday.”

Teitur nods, adding, “we’re just
trying to explore more and develop
our sound into something new. That’s
always our end goal: To create some-
thing no one has ever heard before.”
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BEST VIDEO: BJARKI
- ‘ANAS5’
PRODUCED BY §
VIDEO1 ﬂ

For his 2018 Sénar Reykajvik set, Bjarki
reached out to friends Daniel Heimis-
son and Baldvin Vernhardsson to
collaborate on the audio-visual aspects
of the performance. The result of this
fateful partnership was a true feast for
the senses. It also resulted in Daniel
and Baldvin teaming up to form a new
video art duo, Video1. The two would
later reconnect with Bjarki to direct
and produce the music video for ‘ANas,
from the electronic kingpin’s February
release ‘Happy Earthday’ That video
has been crowned the Grapevine’s
Music Video Of The Year.

SPINNING HEADS
& WEIRD FACES

Bjarki originally approached just
Daniel for help with his Sénar set.
“I got Baldvin involved and it really
kicked-off from there. The two of us
have worked together for years in film-
making,” Daniel explains. “We came
up with this idea of using mannequins
onstage, replacing their heads with
tube TVs showing videos of spinning
heads and weird faces.”

The visuals were memorable, and
Bjarki subsequently gave Video1 a lot
of creative freedom when they recon-
vened for ‘ANas. The video was shot
over a period of three days preceding
a lengthy post-production period in
collaboration with motion-designer
Gabriel Bachmann and cinematogra-
pher Bryngeir Vattnes.
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“It’s about us, the human’race, fucking up the envi-
ronment and being total screen-junkies. But, with-
out delving too deeply into political narrative, we

mainly wanted it to be fun to watch.”

“I told Daniel what I was thinking
and he made it reality,” Bjarki says of
the process. “He is the kind of guy that
when he doesn’t know how to do some-
thing, he’ll use the opportunity to learn
how to do it.”

PLANTING SEEDS

For Bjarki, the song is meant to reflect
on environmental issues, but the video
adds another dimension to that theme.
“There are so many added layers in this
video that I notice with every watch,”
he explains. In the video, mannequins
zoom across Icelandic nature to get to
a cave where they are reunited with
their offspring. They then take part in

a mating ritual to plant seeds for a new
generation.

“It’s about us, the human race, fuck-
ing up the environment and being total
screen-junkies,” Baldvin explains. “But,
without delving too deeply into politi-
cal narrative, we mainly wanted it to
be fun to watch.” Daniel agrees. “We
were inspired by classic sci-fi films,”
he adds. “We wanted it to be glitchy,
weird and have DIY style effects meant
to appear a bit unrealistic.”

EVERYTHING
CAN HAPPEN

Bjarki was not expecting the ‘ANas’
video to receive an award. “The main

reward for me is to be able to work with
my friends and enjoy our imagination
together,” he says. “It got less attention
than we expected, but the reaction has
been really good,” Daniel adds.

Currently, Bjarki has no official
plans for any events or parties in
Iceland anytime soon, but, as he says,
“Everything can happen!”

On the Video1 front, Daniel explains
they are always looking to do some-
thing new. “Working with Bjarki is
always exciting. We would like to do
something with other artists if they are
ready to take on bold creative projects
of any kind,” concludes Baldvin. “As
long as it’s fun!”

Words: Alexander
Jean de Fontenay
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“It's niceito
think ‘this 1Sfun,
I’'m going to'do
it’ I want to do
‘more of that:
follow the fun.”

YOU SHOULD HAVE HEARD THIS: K.OLA

Words: Freya Dinesen

Katrin Helga Olafsdéttir has a natural
flair. Her ineffable style and irrefutable
talents traverse a vast array of influ-
ences to create an intriguing amalga-
mation of structures, instrumentations
and tones, with candid and perceptive
lyrics at their foundation. Already an
underground icon as the lead singer of
dream-punk band Milkhouse, Katrin
wanted to explore new territories with
her solo project, and it seemed only
natural to extend her short-hand artist
signature as a moniker for her music:
K.dla.

WATER GLASSES
& LANGUAGES

From playing water glasses to compos-
ing for strings, Katrin is known for
her exploratory approach to music,
although her composition studies at
the Iceland University of the Arts don’t
necessarily confine her to traditional
methods.

“It’s interesting to know how to do a
lot of stuff, even if you don’t use it every
day,” she explains. “It’s like learning a
language and never speaking it, but you
still know it. It can help you sometimes
when you need it—if you’re lost and
need directions.”

CREATIVE POLITICS

K.6la’s most recent record, ‘Allt verdur
alltilee’, showcases this experimental
pop prowess. The album is a heartfelt,
catchy, seven song melange of genres
that took the Icelandic indie scene
by storm in 2019, culminating in her
winning a Kraumur award at the end
of the year.

Picking up where her album left
off, her new single, ‘Plastprinsessan
vaknar’, is a slow-burning ballad encom-

passed with sustained bells and strings,
poised to explore the negative spectrum
of human impact and emotion as ‘the
plastic princess awakens.

“I think it’s more political... the
lyrics of being a plastic princess,’
Katrin reflects. “It’s from the perspec-
tive of feeling like a super-villain by
being a human because we're destroy-
ing everything around us, and you can’t
do anything but take part in it.”

It's a serious topic, but one that
Katrin hopes to keep entertaining. “I
think you can tell the most important
stuff with humour. People will listen
more if they’re laughing,” she contin-
ues. “What I want to do in the future,
I guess, is a mixture of both being silly
and still having a point.”

FOLLOW THE FUN

Despite achieving one goal after
another, and having a new album on
the horizon, Katrin is hard on herself,
and her thoughts often veer to the self-
critical.

"Tust when I'm finishing [some-
thing]—in the final 10 metres of the
marathon—I start to doubt everything
and think ‘Why should I release this?
Is this good enough? Why was I doing
this?”” she explains. “It is weird to be
making this new album that is very
different, and the only thing I can do is
just hope people will like it because it’s
not what they would expect.”

To navigate these challenges and
find her confidence, Katrin focuses on
having fun. “There are so many pres-
sures, from being in school or being in a
group of friends,” she says. “Everybody
is doing this and that and you kind of
feel like you have to be able to do it. It’s
nice to think ‘this is fun, I'm going to
do it. I really want to do more of that:
follow the fun.”
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“Live TV is a powerful
thing, espec/i?;lly when
there are people watching.”

1/

SONG OF THE YEAR: ‘HATRID MUN SIGRA’ BY HATARI

Words: Hannah Jane Cohen

One couch. Three banners. Seven
seconds of live television. And
with that, the leather-clad dooms-
day anticapitalist BDSM water-
hawking scam artist tycoons—we
could go on—Hatari, made history
under their mantra of “Hatrid
mun sigra,” as they brought the
world’s attention to Israel’s illegal
occupation of Palestine at the 2019
Eurovision Song Contest.

PALESTINE

“We had a couple of banners.
Matthias put one in his pants, but
I just put them in my bag,” vocal-
ist Klemens Hannigan remembers,
discussing the lead up to their
on-screen protest. “There was a
security check before going into
the ‘bubble, or the backstage, but
no one ever checked my bag.”

He laughs, almost incredu-
lously—apparently it’s a lot easier
to pull an international political
stunt than youd think—and is
quickly joined by the aforemen-
tioned vocalist Matthias Tryggvi
Haraldsson.

“I think if they would have
checked the bag we would have
been in trouble. It wasn’'t a very
good strategy,” Matthias admits.
His voice, a low baritone, is so
deadpan that it’s often difficult

to tell whether he’s being serious,
sarcastic, or sardonic. “We could
have maybe discussed the flag-
smuggling-strategy beforehand,”
he adds, slightly smirking.

HYPOCRISY
& LIVE TV

Regardless, the band’s non-strat-
egy worked, and when given their
Eurovision moment on live televi-
sion during the voting, Matthias
held up a banner in the Palestinian
colours while Klemens gave two
peace signs behind it. The visual
became iconic and the global reac-
tion instantaneous.

“The first thing that happened
is just this frantic booing from
thousands of people. 8,000
people just releasing their anger,”
Matthias relays. At the same time,
security guards confiscated the
banners.

“It goes to show the power of
live TV is just so insane,” he says.
“We had been bringing up topics
related to Palestine for weeks in
interviews but it didn’t carry the
weight until seconds on live TV.
That was it for so many people.
For us, it was the whole thing. Live
TV is a powerful thing, especially
when there are people watching.”

For Matthias, Eurovision’s
response, most of all, revealed
some stark hypocrisies. “We found

it strange that, from a Eurovi-
sion rules perspective, there were
all kinds of flags being waved,”
he explains. “We waved the trans
flag and the pride flag. There were
Norwegians waving the Sami flag,
which is a very political thing to
do. So why is this where the rules
are broken? Obviously, in the
context, it carries so much weight,
but hopefully, sometime in the
future, it won’t” He pauses. “One
state. Two state. No state.”

EUROPE WILL
CRUMBLE

While their Eurovision entry
might be what Hatari is most
known for the months follow-
ing have proved that the band is
anything but a one-note gimmick,
and the year ahead is shaping up to
cement their legacy.

“We're sending in another
song,” Klemens says simply, his
face blank, when asked about
Hatari’s plans for 2020. Then he
grins. “No, we're not. We're releas-
ing an album. We’re going on tour,
Europe Will Crumble.” Matthias
nods. He pauses; the smirk slowly
re-emerging on his face. “Where
we will observe the crumbling of
Europe along with our guests.”



SHOUT OUT:
HATIDNI

Words: Hannah Jane Cohen

In 2017, Post-dreifing member
Sneebjorn Helgi Arnason Jack
wanted to have a party, but his tiny,
fruit fly-filled basement apart-
ment proved to not be the most
auspicious venue. Solution? Rent
a community centre in the coun-
tryside, grab some friends, invite a
few bands, and have fun.

“It ended up that only the bands
showed up with a few people,
Snaebjérn reminisces, laughing.
Nevertheless, it was at the fate-
ful January soirée where the seeds
were planted that would eventually
flourish into the Hatidni festival.
In July 2019, the second iteration of
the festival hosted a crowd of 300
in Bordeyri, cementing the Post-
dreifing crew as party role models.

TEAMD.I.T.

The beauty of Hationi—and the
reasonitgarnered a Grapevine Music
Awards Shout Out—comes from
the modus operandi of the festi-
val and of the Post-dreifing collec-
tive itself: Do It Together (D.LT.).

“The way we view this festi-
val is the same way we view every
show, which is that the people are
not just a passive audience but are
active participants in the event,”
explains fellow Post-dreifing-er
Bjarni Daniel. “Everyone takes part.
Random guests were doing the
rounds in the campsites picking
up trash or helping in the kitchen.
Even though the music is great and
the creative aspect is super impor-
tant to all of us, the most impor-
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tant part is the community we’'ve
created collectively. That is what
people will remember.”

COFFEE?

The other pinnacles of Hatidni are
safeness and inclusivity. It’s an
all-ages festival for those of all-
incomes. While the ticket price
was approximately 3,000 ISK, no
one was turned away for being
unable to pay. In fact, many chose
to give more. Others resorted to,
well, more creative means.

“A group of teenagers showed
up from a nearby town. They only
had coffee and were like, “We heard

you needed coffee and we were
wondering if we could use this
to get into the festival,” another
member of the collective, Orlygur
Steinar Arnalds, adds, laughing.
“So then we had some coffee. It
was a nice moment.”

“‘'m  getting  goosebumps!”
Snaebjorn says, thinking back to
the many wholesome moments of
the festival. He emphasises that
while Post-dreifing did make some
mistakes this iteration, they’re still
learning, and hope that Hatidni
2020 will be even better. “We
want to be party role-models,” he
concludes, though from where we're
sitting it seems they already are.
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Words: Inés Pereira

When two seemingly opposite
interests combine, the result is
something out of this world. This
year, programmer and musician
Halldér Eldjarn—together with
the help of his trusted computer
and NASA’s infinite media
library—gave us ‘Poco Apollo. To
make the experimental album,
the artist created a programming
system that transformed pictures

i
.

“I’ve been a
lunatic all
my life.”

of the moon into musical notes,
tones, and chords. The end result
is Halldor’s interpretation of the
sound of the moon.

MACHINE
FEELINGS

“The system analyzes each image
and looks for hardpoints in the
picture,” Halldor explains. “So if
there are certain changes in texture
or colour, then the algorithm will

SHOUT OUT:
HALLDOR
ELDJARN

set a point there.” The goal is then,
as he emphasises, to “get the feel-
ings out of the machine.”

“I've been a lunatic all my life,”
he confesses, referring to his fasci-
nation by all things moon-related.
This obsession led to him combing
through NASA’s archives, where
he became especially passionate
about the release of the Apollo
manned lunar landing mission
photos in 2015. "It was so fasci-
nating when they released this
library online of all the photos,” he
says. “I always felt a really strong
connection [to the moon landing],
so getting to dive into the library
of never-before-seen pictures was
really fun for me.”

SHOOT FOR
THE MOON

Halldo6r admits to being a nostalgic
person, he ties his nostalgia espe-
cially to the 1969 moon landing
and the movie “Apollo 13”, which he
watched almost daily when he was
a child. It was also at a young age
that he started to dream of setting
his own foot on Earth’s only natu-
ral satellite, he confesses to having
not given up on the journey, prom-
ising to give the Grapevine the
streaming right when he does.

In 2020, Halldér will partici-
pate in Reykjavik’s annual Design-
March, where he will be working
with generative plants in the
basement of Asmundarsalur. In
the music department, he is plan-
ning to play some more gigs and
continue working on a new album.
G
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Haven't you always wanted to be a Golden Girl?

Hey Tourist, This Is How
You Support Iceland

Souvenirs that will get you laid

Words: Hannah Jane Cohen & Valur Grettisson Photo: Art Bicnick

Everyone and their mother leaves
Iceland with some Brennivin, lak-
kris, a stuffed puffin, lopapeysa and
a 66°NORTH hat. And don’t get us
wrong, those are great, but for those
looking for some deep cuts on the sou-
venir/gift scale, here are the Grape-
vine’s picks.

RAX‘s ‘JOKULL

others textural close-ups, all pro-
viding a timeless look at the struc-
tures which, to be blunt, will be
gone within the next two centuries.
Thanks, conservatives.

Hildur Yeoman Dress

Yeoman, Skolavordustigur 22

Bookstores in Reykjavik & Geysir

Yeah, trekking onto Sélheimajékull
is great and all, but that memory
will only last until your dementia
kicks in. To get a true glacial expe-
rience that’ll last a lifetime, pick up
Ragnar Axelsson’s stunning photo
book JOKULL (‘Glacier’). The 200-
page book features ethereal, eerie,
and intimate portraits of the gla-
cial landscape taken over a 5-year
timespan. Some are aerial views,

If you genuinely want to fit in with
stylish Icelandic women, start
donning Hildur Yeoman. Yes, her
works are a bit pricey—expect
to pay something in the 40,000-
60,000 ISK range for a dress—but
they’re timeless works of art that’ll
fit any occasion. Yeoman is known
for mixing loud, elaborate prints
with classic, elegant cuts, so you're
guaranteed to find a fit that’s com-
fortable for you.

First Lady
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Lady Brewery,
First Lady IP.

Vinbudin (and on tap at many bars
around Reykjavik)

Icelanders love to drink—it’s the
#1 way they reproduce—so it’s no
wonder a host of lovely microbrew-
eries have sprung up in the city over
the last few years. Our favourite is
Lady Brewery, created and run by
designer Poérey Bjork Halldorsdott-
ir. Their signature IPA is a delicious
blend of fresh citrus and mellow
floral notes, all in a heady, hoppy
brew. Inspired by “beer witches”—
medieval female brewers who
eventually became the archetypal
witches (a very interesting thing
to research on a rainy day)—it’s the
perfect thing to binge drink as you
sitin your house alone crying over a
Netflix Christmas movie.

YASA SIGURDARDu1 R

Someone
to Watch
YF

OverMe *
<

Yrsa Sigurdardottir’s
‘Someone To Watch Over
Me’

Bookstores in Reykjavik

The best way to enjoy the Icelan-
dic psyche is to slip into the mind
of the country’s crime queen. Yrsa
Sigurdardottir is one of the most
successful crime writers in Iceland
and has sold over five million copies
of her books around the world. But
here is a little pro-tip when it comes
to Yrsa: She’s most in her element
when she combines ghost horror
with crime, so if you need some-
thing to read in the dark, ‘Someone
To Watch Over Me’ is both horrify-
ing as well as a slick mystery. The
first pages of the book will freak
you out, but, trust me, keep read-
ing. You won’t regret it.
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Internationally-Famous
Icelandic Record

Ask any snob at local record stores

So you've got every Bjork b-side, a
ton of illegal Sigur Rés merch, and
three Klemens from Hatari fan Ins-
tagram accounts. We get it, you love
Icelandic music. Deepen your clout
with the best souvenir—a record
you can show off to your annoying
I'm-indie-but-really-only-listen-
to-mum friends. If you like classi-
cal, Gabriel Olafs’ calming piano
works come highly recommended.
The wistful, yacht-rocky stylings of
Bagdad Brothers are great for indie
folk, as is literally everything pro-
duced by the Post-dreifing collec-
tive. For metal, Andavald’s recent
‘Undir skyggdarhaldi’ is a quick
[kvlt] classic. And of course, you
can never go wrong with any of our
Grapevine 2020 Music Award Win-
ners... you know, the feature story
of this very magazine? Yeah, give
them money. &

TEHUSID

HOSTEL - CAFE - BAR

Happy Hour
all days 15 - 19

Joy, Sustainability
& Honesty

Kaupvangur 17 - Egilsstadir
tel: +354-471-2450

Voted the
Best Seafood Restaurant

in Reykjavik for the 9th time!

2018
2014

Fish Company - Vesturgdtu 2a -

2017
2013

2016
2012

2015
2010

101 Reykjavik - +354 552 5300 - www.fishcompany.is
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Arnar Hjartarson

Aron Freyr Kristjansson

Elza Sarlote Matvaja

Joe Keys

Lakas Bjorn Bogason

Maxime Sméri Olson

Moéna Lea Ottarsdéttir

Paula Zvane

Ragnheidur Stefénsdottir

Saga Gudnadéttir

Tryggvi Por Pétursson

Unnur Birna Jénsdottir

Victoria Verseau

Pérunn Dis Halld6rsdottir

Skaftfell - Center for Visual Art
Austurvegur 42, 710 Seydisfjordur
www.skaftfell.is - mail@skaftfell.is
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Best Fancy
Meal

(1)
Laugavegur 28
Forget dropping in at Ox, for this
place only takes eleven guests
from Wednesdays to Saturdays.
Visitors are instructed to arrive
at 19:00 sharp for a two and a
half hour food journey, which
combines Icelandic traditional
cuisine with a European flair.
You pay upfront and everything
isincluded—even wine pairings.
It’s truly an intimate experience
unlike anything else you’ll find
in the city. Foodies, don’t miss it.

Grillid
Hotel Saga, Hagatorg

Grillio’s service and level of craft
is the best in town. Think caviar
served on a film of seabuckthorn,
or a salt-baked, glazed beetroot
with the consistency of Turkish
delight. Not content with sweet
and unctuous desserts, they
layer in salt and bitterness with
effortless staging; the meringue
with Sichuan pepper is bruléed at
the table, sending mauve streaks
of bilberry running through the
ice cream. This is what raising
the bar looks like.

Grillmarket

Leekjargata 2a
The locally-sourced menu of
Grillmarket has been a hit with
diners since the place opened its
doors. A favourite ‘fancy place’
for locals, the restaurant also
upped its game by offering fresh,
locally grown Icelandic wasabi.
Our panel suggested pairing the
wasabi with a steak, and some-
thing decadent from the exhaus-
tive wine list.

HORNID

Restaurant ~ Pizzeria

V

Hornid opened in 1979 was the
first restaurant of its kind in Iceland,
a restaurant with a true Italian
atmosphere. Hornid is known for
good food made out of fresh raw
materials, good pizzas baked in
front of the guests, good coffee and
comfortable service.

Lunch offers every day.

Open every day from 11.00 to 23.30
For reservations call 551-3340 .
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Perfect Day

A face of the downtown scene tells us how to spend a perfect day in Reykjavik

Best Of Reykjavik
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Photo: ArtBicnick

Bara Halldorsdottir

Bara Halldorsdottir is perhaps best
known for being the whistleblower in
the notorious Klausturgate scandal,
but she is also an activist for dis-
abled people’s rights and an artist.
Here, she details what her perfect
day in Reykjavik would be like; “a
world where | am not chronically ill
and can just do whatever.”

Morning

Freyja, my old cat and friend, gently
nudges me awake to feed her break-
fast.| have slept so well and am feel-
ing rested and ready for my perfect
day. | hug my wife and give her alight
kiss and then we get up and feed
the animals, | eat two slices of toast
with bananas. While | am chomping
down on the toast | make some cof-
fee with a dash of cocoa almond milk.
| then sit in the living room and do
a short media browse while | finish
the coffee.

Mid-morning

After | drop my wife, Hrafna, off at her
work, | take my dog, Kira, on a long
walk at Geldinganes. It is sunny and
bright with a slight breeze. Kira finds
all sorts of interesting new smells
and meets fun doggos to play with.
On the way home from the walk we

go in and snoop around while | buy
pet treats for all my pets and also
buy extra food to be given to Villiket-
tir and Kattholt. We drive home and |
take off to grab lunch.

Lunch

| meet my oldest and closest friend
Sunna at Kaktus Espressobar on Vi-
tastigur, Sunna orders a yummy sweet
potato soup with bread, and | have the
delicious scones and a latte. We talk
about nothing and everything for about
an hour.

Afternoon

Sunna heads back to work and | take
up my computer and keep develop-
ing my art show for this summer’s
Reykjavik Fringe Festival and do a
little writing. | also check my email
and see an invite from Stephen Fry
to a lovely weekend at his summer
cottage in the south of England, he
tells me that Sandi Toksvig, Alan Da-
vies, Hannah Gadsby, Terry Pratchett,
Neil Gaiman, Douglas Adams and Ed-
die lzzard will be there, along with
some other friendly intellectuals and
thinking people. | hurry to accept,
of course! Once in a while | take a
pause just to look out the window and
around me. It is an effortless relaxed
afternoon.

Evening

| pick Hrafna up from work and tell
her about the invitation, she is over
the moon. We stop by Jomm at the
foodcourt in Kringlan and get our-
selves some juicy vegan food. | love
their burger and there must be some-
thing illegal in those potatoes.

We decide to take an evening drive
like we love. Kira joins us, she loves
driving. We drive an illogical route to
Krisuvik and Kira gets to fetch fris-
bees we throw out into the lake.

Then we drive to Reykjanesbaer
and drop in for a while to visit my an-
gel of a grandchild and the family.

In the heat of the night

It’s closing on eleven when we arrive
in Reykjavik and decide to catch the
end of a Drag-stigur show at Gauku-
rinn. It is perfect as usual. On our way
home we stop at the roundabout on
the westpoint of Seltjarnarnes. We
walk on the shore for a while and |
find an interesting stone When we are
just about at our car we see a large
owl perched on a manmade hill close
by us. We watch in awe and Hrafna
sneaks a few brilliant pictures. The
owl glides away after a short while,
but we are elated. At home we fin-
ish packing for the trip to New York
tomorrow (it will be another perfect
day). Alarms set and we float into

- Q0 HANDKNITTING

?

N | ASSOCIATION

Skélavéréustigur 19
handknitted.is’

t+354 552 18

Borgart

)

ICELAND

nal

R TAX FREE
SHOPPING ¥

PURE NEW WOOL

Uenue Finder

i SAVE UP TO 14%

£

Venues

Museums & Galleries

The numbers on the right (i.e. E4) tell you

position on the map on the next page

Austur
Austurstraeti 7

18n6
Vonarstrati 3 E3

ART67
Laugavegur 67 F7
Open daily 9-21

ASI Art Gallery

The Penis Museum
Laugavequr 116  F8
Open daily 10-18

Kirsuberjatréd

Asmundarsafn

igtdin
Open daily 10-17
Reykjavik (|til lerargv

. . . e D3 FreyJ ata 41 Vesturgata 4 D Tryggvaga a
stop at Geeludyr where Kira gets to dreamland, endlessly satisfied. ¢ ) Open Tue-Sun13-17  M-F 10-18, Sat-Sun Mon-Thu 10-19, Fri
American Bar Kex Hostel 10-17 11- 18 Sat Sun 13-17
Austurstreti8 D3 Skulagata 28 E7  Aurora Reykjavik
Grandagardur2 Bl Kling & Bang Arbajarsafn
’B‘“d’g"“ £20 66 Bargeidnstrati1E4 OpenO 2 R Zr%r%ﬂ 1531 Bpendhtly 13-17
. i & - g e ER T
useum istastofan e Settlement
m el Bankastratis B4 Hverfagatur7e E6  Boroctabastt7a GO Hnobastilo Exhibition
II H ] Bar Ananas Kili Queer Bar July 8-Sep 1, Mon-Fri Open Wed-Sat 13-17 ééalsara]tlgléig D3
Klapparstigur 28 E5 Laugavegur 22 E5 Elerg (ungempl:nlrsaryE5 IG.|V|ng(_]l\rtBMusteumA pen alkyM
apparstigur ranadarour avi useum
u f I N b 0 . H B & OI b P bl, T .I t E(:ielr’fairsaiitsa P Ié%t;fkastraeti ; " Epll 17gSat 13-17  T-Sun12-18,Th12-21 9 *h’ntogrtapl D2
seful Numbers pening Hours - Bars & Clubs ublic Toilets et Fgel e TheCutueHouse  Moatatfi Tvegyesate 12
Emergency: 112 Bars can stay open until 01:00 on Public toilets in the centre can be found Rusturstraeti 20 E4 Odinsgata 2 F5  Open daily 10-17 oD%r?%%hy”é 1%:30 il 18Msat Sun 318
On-call doctors: 1770 weekdays and 04:30 on weekends. inside the green-poster covered towers Brave 5, g5 NordicHouse M:e Einar J6nsson NusleuanAof Design and G?aggdaggrgglunpz B2
Dental emergency: 575 0505 0 . H sh & Bank: located at Hlemmur, Ingdlfstorg, by ;Uiavegur Sturlagata 5 2 e G5 Ggpa'aetorgrt Open daily 10-18
Taxi: Hreyfill: 588 5522 - BSR: 561 0000 pening Hours - Shops a Banks  j,qrimskirkja, by Reykjavik Art Mu- Couoavequr28b E5  aioma py  Openfue-Sunlo-l7  OpenTu-Sun1217  Sigurion Olafsson
Post Office Most shops: Mon-Fri 10-18, Sat 10-186, seum, Leekjargata and by Eymundsson ilon e Pk Elddsens ot 250 F4 E:ﬁgﬁt’,ﬂﬂ'&hnd faugarnestangi 79
Sun closed. Banks: Mon-Fri 09-16 on Skélavérdustigur. Toilets can also be ) bgl 9 Bankastraetil2 B4 i List Hikirkuvequr 7, sim
. . . . ’) . ubliner i
The downtown post office has moved to Swimming Pools found inside the Reykjavik City Hall and Naustin 1-3 D3 ﬁ]ég%]ffgsstraﬁ 20 E4 R,.K'E'}‘i'flg?éat 11*.'112 g“g Nat,?nz|1Museum Sgg’r‘f,\’,fg,’]aﬁ',ll% 2
Hagatorgi 1, open Mon-Fri, 09:00-17:00. the Reykjavik Library. E'ﬂglt'lf?sfr"gﬁ b o ﬁeykj?wk Roastmﬁ g,tafnad,rb,,{g 21920 Bhen daily 10-17 E"?ﬁr HraWa,ﬂ “
olli arastigur randgata 1
Pharmacies Sun(liholllln, th? downtown po.ol at. Public Transport oo o zafe Oen Wed-Hoh 1217 Th NordcHouse Baldurseata 17 |
. - Barons.stlgur, is an indoor .SV.Vlmmmg ryggvagata D3 Vesturgata 3 D3 Hitt Hdsi§ Thu- Tugll 17, W 11-20  Wind & Weather
Lyf og heilsa, Egilsgata 3, tel: 563 1020 pool with hot tubs and a diving board. Most buses run every 20-30 minutes Hard Rock Café Glsmidjan Posthusstrati 3-5 04 Hafnarhds Window Gallery .
Lyfja, Laugavegur 16, tel: 552 4045 More pools: gpv.is/swim Fare: 470 18K adults, 220 ISK children. LeljargataZa 03 Lalgarsatalo 3 Hrerfissallert ), Lyssvagataly | 0%,
and Lagmuli 5, tel: 533 2300 Open: Mon-Thu from 06:30-22. Fri from Buses run from 07-24:00, and 10-04:30 et trotioo D3 fuglibar 0 py  WRIISLSat1AL7 arvalsstadic
-30- . - i . i - |8 Galler F ta 24 H8
06:30-20. Sat from 08-16. Sun from 10-18. on weekends. More info: www.bus.is. Hurra Tjarnarbio %gva Y 216 Ogeggdaa”ay 17
Naustin D3 Tjarnargatal2 E3 ri 11-18, Sat



ELEGANT PREMISES
IN THE HEART OF

REYKJAVIK

BREAKFAST and BRUNCH
LUNCH and DINNER MENU
LOCAL and FOREIGN DISHES
HAPPY HOUR DAILY 15-18:00

SOLan)

BISTRO'‘BAR

BANKASTR/ETI 7A - 101 REVKJAVIK - TEL. 562 3232

OPEN FROM
16:00 - 23:0

DISCOUNT SUPERMARKET
HALLVEIGARSTIGUR 1
OPEN EVERYDAY 10-22

G The Ma

Get the bigger, more detailed version of The Reykjavik Grapevine

P

City Map at your nearest hotel or guesthouse, with selections from our
Best-0f awards, vital info, downtown bus stops and a wider view of the city.

6. Ramen Momo

Tryggvagata 16

1. Fjallkonan

Hafnarstreeti 1-3

Named after the female
personification of Iceland, Fjallkonan
is located smack-bang in the middle
of downtown, and caters to locals
and tourists alike. For the Icelandic-
cuisine-curious, there is a platter of
whale, lamb and puffin, all presented
beautifully. For those who are just
looking for a great selection of fresh
meat, fish and vegetarian options,
Fjallkonan does these to perfection
as well.

2. Block Burger

Skolavordustigur 8

Block Burger is an office favourite.
You can see their white paper to-
go bags stacked on writers’ desks.
Modelled heavily on the American
chain Shake Shack in presentation,
Block is reasonably priced (for
Reykjavik) and has quick service. It’s
alunchtime spot worth checking out.

3. Matur og Drykkur

Grandagardur 2

In how many ways can we say, “eat
here”? Is it the whole cod head you
should get, or perhaps the double-
smoked dried lamb, or the creamy
halibut soup? Whatever you get, rest
assured it’ll have roots in Icelandic
culinary history, elevated to fine
dining standards. And do not leave
without trying the fried-to-order
kleinur.

4. Sandholt

Laugavegur 36

Well-known for its sourdough bread,
Sandholt has consistently delivered
great baked goods since its
inception. The laminated pastries are
hands down the best in Iceland; try
the buttery croissants or seasonal
Danish pastries, locally known as
“vinarbraud” with rhubarb and
raspberries, or the classic, vanilla
custard.

5.Le Kock 2.0

Tryggvagata 14

In the ground floor of a new hotel,
it’s a large space with three
components: the Le Kock diner
serving burgers, fish and chips, and
comfort food favourites; a cocktail
bar called Tail; and a second branch
of Deig, Le Kock'’s sister bakery. The
music policy can be shaky—unless
you like Status Quo—but the all-day
happy hour has 1,500 ISK cocktails
and 800 ISK beers.

Iceland’s first Ramen bar has upped
their broth game with a silky slick
Tonkotsu. They have a choice of
noodles and broths catering to food
intolerances and fads, and a popular
‘Ramen of the Month’. We suggest
getting the Ramen Tonkotsu with
their perfectly cooked soy cured

eggs.

1. Public House Gastropub

queer bar on the scene, and it’s
decked out in tropical apparel.
Serving up cocktails, coffee and—
starting in August—a vegan café,
Curious is a one-stop-shop for
whatever scene you belong to. Werk.

12. Bravo

Laugavegur 22

Oh, bravo, Bravo, for having the best

happy hour in this fair city. With its .

colourful fairy lights and a plethora
of comfortable pillows, Bravo feels

like a children’s bedroom tent for .

adults. If you get lucky and grab a
table, or even just a single seat, then
it’s the happiest place on earth.

13. Loft Hostel

Bankastreeti 7a

Laugavegur 28

What happens when Icelandic
ingredients are tended to with
Japanese flair? Public House
Gastropub only gives out-of-the-
ordinary, satisfying answers. The
duck thigh in a pancake served with
ginger sauce and the crispy shrimp
dumplings with sriracha mayo are to
die for. Come early and enjoy happy
hour while you can: you’ll never want
to leave.

8. Messinn

Leekjargata 6b

Messinn may be modelled on the
well-known Westfjords restaurant
Tjoruhusid, but it’'s now no doubt a
Reykjavik restaurant of choice. What
keeps us coming back is how the
food keeps getting better every time
we dine there. Our favourites include
their savoury plokkfiskur, velvety
graflax, and a perfectly seared trout
with honey and almonds.

9. Sea Baron

Geirsgata 4a

Some say the langoustine soup
recipe has changed a little since
the eponymous “Sea Baron” himself
passed away, but this harbourside
diner is as popular as ever anyway.
Get a warming cup of soup, and a
melt-in-the-mouth fresh fish kebab,
still smoky from the coals.

10. Pylsuhuisid

Ingolfstorg

One of the many post-jam options
in town for those looking to put a
tasty end to a fun night out, the Hot
Dog House is a solid place for a quick
snack. If you feel too inebriated by
life to experiment, a classic one “with
everything” will do the trick.

Drinking

11. Curious

Hafnarstreeti 4

Watch out, henny—there’s a new

Loft stands many heads and
shoulders above most of the al
fresco drinking spots in Reykjavik,
not least because it’s on the roof of
the Loft Hostel and has a balcony
that looks over downtown. Before the
evening-time entertainment begins,
it’s the perfect place to catch some
late-afternoon sun.

14. Kaffibarinn

Bergstadastreeti 1

With a saloon-like atmosphere in
the daytime, when dogs and kids
run around amongst the diehard
local crowd and groups of confused
tourists, Kaffibarinn turns into an all-
out party during the small hours of
the weekend. Whether you're holiday
day-drinking or getting messy, it
never fails to amuse.

15. Gaukurinn
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Tryggvagata 22

If you prefer your music grungy, raw
and weird, then Gaukurinn is your
place. With dim lights, leather sofas
and a gender neutral bathroom, it’s
become the perfect hangout for
the unorthodox Reykjavikingar, so if
you're looking for like-minded peeps
to drink with, here you go.

16. Session Bar

Fégetagardur

Session Bar is a minimalist craft-
beer-focused drinking den housed
in a former hair salon in the heart of
downtown.There are sixteen beerson
tap, both Icelandic and international,
and they have a focus on keeping
the prices affordable, in contrast to
Reykjavik’s generally pricey craft bar.

17. Papaku Reykjavik

Klappastigur 38

Formerly Bar Ananas, Papaku Reykjavik
is Reykjavik’s only beach bar, and it
is truly a breath of fresh air for the
otherwise dreary downtown scene.
No sir, this is no dive bar, but a club,
with a pool table, piano, darts board,
aspacious bar, a tiny dance floor, and
a solid line of DJs that all aim to make
you bust a move.
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18. American Bar

Austurstreeti 8

Football fans will rejoice in seeing the
row of screens perennially tuned on
sports channel above the bar, while
troubadours aficionados will find in
American Bar a great spot to listen
to classic country music. Grab a rib
from the adjacent Dirty Burgers &
Ribs and be happy.

Shopping

19. Kvartyra ne49

Laugavegur 49

This minimalistic, Bauhaus-esque
spot took the Icelandic fashion

ICELANDIC Fish, Lan, & Chicken iin
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scene by storm upon opening in
2018, with its eclectic streetwear
selection. They have designers that
no one else has.

20. Fischer

Fischersund

More art installation than regular
store, the "Sigur Rés shop" is an
aesthetic environment with a
soothing soundtrack, sweet scents
floating in the air, and a natural,
earthy colour palette. They sell a
range of amazing things, from hand-
picked tea, to artworks and records.

21. IPA Zimsen

café and bookstore, so you can get
a coffee and a snack while you leaf
through your purchases. Everything
thereisinteresting. If the magazines
fail, people-watching never does.

22. 12 Tonar

sweater, peruse the Farmers Market
outlet. Their wares combine Nordic
style with a fresh aesthetic, providing
you with a modern take on traditional
pieces.

24. CNTMP

Skolavordustigur 15

Laugavegur 12b

This city-centre record store is
something of an institution, offering
the unique experience of having the
store staff ask about your music taste
then sit you down with a coffee, some
headphones, and a pile of Icelandic
records.

23. Farmers And Friends

This sleek and minimal streetwear
boutique occupies an enviable spot
on the main Laugavegur strip. An
acronym for “contemporary,” the
shop’s name describes its concept—
the store will sell limited garments by
streetwear brands.

25. Sputitnik

Vesturgata 2a

Holmasléd 2 & Laugavegur 37

Laugavegur 28b

This peaceful spot is equal parts

If you want to pick up an Icelandic

This well-curated clothing emporium

is more like a secondhand clothing
boutique than a charity shop. It’s
expensive but it’s all imported
stuff you won't find anywhere else.
They’re also very particular with
their selection: after sorting through
maybe six shirts, they’ll determine
that just one is truly good enough.

THE (S)

WAY

to plan your journey

26. Raudhetta & Ulfurinn

Skoélavordustigur 8

In a sense Raudhetta & Ulfurinn is a
Reykjavik classic. It's been around
for over a decade, and the service is
congenial without being overbearing.
People are loyal to their favourite
hairdresser, meaning some of them

have long waiting lists, but pop in and Straeté
try your luck. The official Icelandic
public transport app

| OF RETE,,
T %

“ ™
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#WHENINKEF

make a

WISH LIST

wheninkef.com 65

’)))l\kk\ INGELSEIRVAl CORPORATE Q

KEFLAVIK AIRPORT

TEES, MIX AND MATCH ANY 3 FOR PRICE O

Special offer: 3.300 ISK

@ ADD TO WISH LIST

Plan ahead, put together your wish list, and make the
most of your last hours in Iceland.

On wheninkef.com, you can browse through our selection

of bestsellers, select your favourite items and then shop

with ease when you get to the airport. It's like a wish come
true, in a way.

All shops and restaurants are tax and duty free.

& 7

=T -l

WWW.WHENINKEF.COM KEFLAVIK
AIRPORT
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ARTIST PLAYLIST

Put The Soul In The Soul

The songs that made EinarIndra, well, Einarlndra

Words: Valur Grettisson & Einarindra Photo: Art Bicnick

Iceland’s most soulful electro art-
ist, EinarIndra recently made a
serious splash at the 2020 Iceland
Airwaves festival. While we've been
busy streaming Einarlndra on Spo-
tify (you should, too) we asked him
to create a playlist of his favourite
Icelandic music, and he delivered ev-
erything from the first Icelandic Trip
Hop experiments to Underworld’s re-
mixes of Bjork herself.

~ 3

Magnus Blondal
Johannsson - Samstirni

Magnus Bléndal was a pioneer of
Icelandic electronic music and
“Samstirni” (Constellation), from
1960, is such an interesting com-
position with beautiful sounds that
he recorded and edited on tape. It’s
good to be reminded of the old ways
of making electronic music where
you had to spend hours editing one
loop by cutting physical tape.

Subterranean - My style is
phreaky

From the age of 10 through 16 I lis-
tened mostly to hip hop, and when
I first heard Subterranean it was
like a bomb had gone off in the
Icelandic hip hop scene. They were
young and fresh, with really well
thought out lyrics, and they were
skilled rappers. Still, 20 years later,
I think they are one of the best hip
hop acts of Iceland.

GusGus - Polyesterday

This track was a breakout for me.

I was working with my father in
bérshofn when I was 15 and after a
hard day at work, I was lying in bed
listening to the radio when I first
heard it. It had this hip hop feeling
but it wasn't hip hop; still, I really
loved it! GusGus helped me break
out of my hip hop bubble and into
trip-hop. I followed them up with
Massive Attack, Portishead and
similar bands.

Bjork - Human Behaviour
(Underworld Mix)

I was a massive Underworld fan af-
ter seeing Trainspotting and some-
how I managed to get this remix
of Bjork’s songs called “The best
mixes from the album Debut: (For
all the people that don't buy white
labels)”. This track was the first on
the CD and I started listening to
everything with Bjork after that.

Sigur Ros - Leit ad lifi (Re-
cycled by Sigur Ros)

Ithink this is the first track I heard
with Sigur Rés and I think it was
on the radio (though that seems
unlikely) and somehow I connect
it also with me walking by Rey-
kjavikurtjorn. It has an Amen break
for drums and that mixed with the
bass and vocals really got me and
hasn't let go since.

o
@

Mam - ’'m 9 today

When the kids (they will always ref-
erenced as kids) in Mam released

“Yesterday was dramatic,” I was in
high school and already listening to
a lot of electronic music like Aphex
Twin, Autechre and the likes, so I
was ecstatic when I heard this new
electronic glitchy Icelandic band. I
remember skipping class with my
friend and listening to the album
in the school’s cafeteria.

‘ \\
\

Worm is green -
Automagic

I had started listening to a lot of
glitchy electronic music from Ger-
many and Russia when Automagic
dropped. This band had really well
programmed drums and beautiful
synth melodies. Streaming had not
yet begun, soIalways bought all my
albums on CD.

Jonsi and Alex - Indian
Summer

During those years I ran a cooper-
ative cafe/art space in downtown
Reykjavik with my friends where
Alex and Jonsi were daily visitors.
At the same time, or around 2009,
when we were being forced out by
the house owner (who wanted to
build a large shopping mall in the
area), I met them and got this al-
bum which I thinkis one of the best
albums released. It was something
completely new but old at the same
time, it’s these beautiful sound-
scapes unbound by time. &

gpu.is/music
Share this + Archives

6‘\5 Qafs

Happy hour / 3—=7pm
Beer / Wine / Cocktails




Floating, sinking

Where Love Hides

Gyda Valtysdottir releases new music video

Words: Andie Fontaine

Music Vlideo

Available online now

GYDA’s latest release, ‘Evolution,’
has been making waves. Since be-
ing one of the founding members of
Mum, one of Iceland’s best-known
early-2000s indie bands, Gyda
Valtysdottir has taken her career
in many new directions, composing
for herself or others. Most recently,
she won the 2020 Nordic Council
Music Prize, and for good reason.
Her soulful, at times ecstatic songs
transport the listener to another
dimension. Which is pretty fitting,
considering the title of her latest
video, “In Another Dimension.”.

In this video, we witness GYDA
at the beach, practising what ap-
pears to be arcane magic rituals.
This is no accident, GYDA explains.

“The song was sort of co-written
by a boy who wanted to be embodied
through me,” she tells us. “It is about
the conception of him in one of the
multiple realities, but in this one,
he just became this song.” Much of
this imagery came from a visit to
Turkey, a very personal and magi-
cal experience for the artist. “Many
times the road would split in two and
Thad a choice where to go. Now I live
in the outcome of these choices. But
this song is about another outcome,
which I didn’t take. Any creation is
magic—everything we do and cre-
ate is a thought-form moved into
the physical, to me that is magic.”

Love within Evolution

Going by this and the video for 2018
single “Moonchild,” connection to
the natural world, and water in
particular, seems to be a common
thread. Is that one of the reasons
for 'Evolution' as a title of GYDA’s
album , i.e., our own evolution out
of the seas? Well, yes, as it turns
out, but there’s more to it than that.

“I didn’t even try to find a name
for this record, knowing it would
reveal itself,” GYDA says. “When it
did, loud and clear, I was quite sur-
prised. I found it unpoetic, but then
I started to see all the ways it made
sense and the beauty of the word.
Evolution comes in the first sentence
of one of the songs on the album
called ‘Moonchild.’ I find evolution so
fascinating, both morphing of mat-
ter and the evolution of conscious-
ness, as a collective and individuals.
TIalsolike that the word Love hides in
there. Soyes and no, anyone can read
what they want into it, it can have
endless meanings because it came
through me rather than from me.”

No rest

An ever-growing and ever-evolv-
ing artist such as GYDA is never
content to rest on her laurels. True
to her nature, there are still many
dreams on the horizon for her.

“What I mostly wish for right
now is a team,” she says. “I feel the
limitation of doing things so much
by myself and that it is just more fun
to work with others. I'd like to find a
manager or a partner in thisbusiness
that being a musician is. I'd like to
have creative collaborators to discuss
and execute ideas with, and I believe
that resources will come when I find
the stream for them to flow through.”

Overall, she stresses the impor-
tance of artists having the resources
they need to attain their dreams—
in this dimension or any other.

“I believe that when resourc-
es go to creative people, it will be
shared and it will grow,” she says.
“They’ll create something with it
and around that creation so many
others will be on board and ben-
efit. Creative people do not sit on
their gold because they know it has
to flow; everything has to or there
will be stagnation, constipation
and that’s the end of creativity.” &

MUSIC  The annual Kraumur Award

NEWS  Wereannounced in De-
~ cember,with 12 winners
being selected from a shortlist of 25
nominated albums. Among them were
artists that readers of The Reykjavik
Grapevine know well, like our former
cover star, the Techno-god Bjarki, for
his excellent album, Happy Earthday.
The girl punk band, Gréa also won,

as did K.éla, who also won this year's
Reykjavik Grapevine music award in
the You Should Have Heard This cat-

egory.

Larger than life musician, farmer

and a monarch Prins Polé wrote and
performed the final song for the
annual year-end Icelandic comedy
show Aramétaskaupid) and managed
to piss people off. Well, Aramétas-
kaupid is always controversial in a
silly way, and it appears that people
on Twitter misunderstood his joke on
global warming and lost the irony for
amoment according to the Icelandic
newspaper, Fréttabladid. The Prins
did nonetheless garner praise for his
sarcastic take on the issue where he
quoted an alt-right professor who
asked in a famous quote on social
media what the hell young people had
done for the future generations when
it came to global warming.

Hildur Gudnadéttir, the composer,
and a former cover star of Reykjavik

Grapevine, won a Golden Globe award
on January 5th for her score of the
blockbuster 'Joker.' Not only that, she
is the first solo woman to win for best
score. A beatuiful and well-earned
victory for an incredible artist and a
feminist victory as well. Now we just
have to take the Oscar and bring it to
Iceland.

GAUKURINN

bar
P, & events venue

Tryggvagata 22, 101 Reykjavik

SOULFLOW COMEDY
WOMEN & QUEER

OPEN MIC STAND-UP

IN ENGLISH /21.00 / FREE ENTRY

EVERY
MONDAY

EVERY
TUESDAY

KARAOKE PARTY
21.00 / FREE ENTRY

BUKALU - VARIETY SHOW
DEBAUCHERY, BURLESQUE, VARIETY, COMEDY

DRAG-SUGUR QUEER VARIETY SHOW
THIS MONTH: MUSICALS!

17/1-18/1:
HELGARHALD ‘20 - MINI FESTIVAL :

OTTOMAN, CEASETONE, ALCHEMIA
VOLCANOVA, SEINT, BOGDAN
ROCK PAPER SISTERS AND MORE

DRAG-SUGUR DRAG LAB
MONTHLY EXPERIMENTAL DRAG SHOW
SPUNK AND MORE

SONGWRITER NIGHT

WWW.GAUKURINN.IS

HAPPY HOUR

14-2 1 VIKING.

BRUGGHUS




The Reykjavik Grapevine 25

Issue 01— 2020 ~

Our Picks

Paladin, Alchemia & Alcoholia

quests, and other heroic
things. They rocked the
whole block when they
played at Dillon during
Iceland Airwaves, and
if history is anything

to go by, they'lldo it
again on Saturday. This
show is part of the
Back to the Metal Roots
concert series, which
is a precursor to the

January 11th - 20:30 - Dillon - 1,700 ISK

Eistnaflug music festival
in July. Joining Paladin

Having finished their
side quest, Paladin
are back at Dillon to
give you a chance to
channel your inner
dungeon master in

public. This legendary
quartet plays some of
the best power metal
out there, meaning

that they sing about
dragons, dungeons, epic

is Alchemia and Metal
Karaoke by Alcoholia.
Bring your singing voice,
and don’t forget to toss
a coin to your witcher.
SPO

January 10th—February 6th

Ra:tio

Asgeir

Une Misére

Benni Hemm Hemm

Jan.17th - 24:00 -
Prikid - Free!

February 1st - 21:00 - Haskdlabid -
6,990 ISK

Grapevine’s
“One To Watch”
producer duo
Ra:tio is having

a special set at
Prikid. Bring your

Asgeir resides somewhere between
Bon Iver and Of Monsters And Men.
The famous crooner will celebrate
the release of his new album as he
kicks off a two month tour around
Europe and North America. Bring

Jan.10th - 21:00
- Hard Rock Café -
2,500 ISK

Watch out for
rogue straight
edge vegans and
hear the Album
0f The Year live

own vape. HJC

your Mom. She'll love it. HJC

in person. HJC

January 31st - 20:00 - Tjarnarbio -
3,900 ISK

One of the leading figures in the
2000s Icelandic music revolution,
Benni Hemm Hemm'’s joyful indie-pop
has inspired everything from Mum
to 016f Arnalds to Prins P6l6. Let’s put
it this way: Benni Hemm Hemm is a
planet, and we're just living on it. UG

Concerts & Nightlife

Events listed are all live performances and

DJs. Venues are listed by day. For complete
listings and detailed information on venues
visit grapevine.is/happening.

Send your listings to: listings@grapevine.is.

Friday January 10th

Une Misére & Ceasetone
21:00 Hard Rock Café
Nydonsk
20:30 Beejarbio
Iceland Symphony Orchestra:
Viennese Favourites
19:30 Harpa
Paniik: Témas Jonsson Trio
21:00 Mengi
DJ Logi Pedro
23:00 Prikid
DJ KGB
23:00 Bravo
DJ Oli Dori
23:00 Rontgen

Saturday January 11th

Paladin / Rlchemia & Alcoholia
20:30 Dillon
Krossfest I:
D7Y/ Gréa / Phlegm / GODx/ERI
19:00 Andrymi
Iceland Symphony Orchestra:
Vliennese Favourites
16:00, 19:30 Harpa
Nydonsk
20:30 Beejarbio
Mikael Lind
21:00 Mengi
DJ Spegill
23:00 Prikid
DJ Thaison
23:00 Bravo
DJ Katla
23:00 Rontgen

Sunday January 12th

Sunday Jazz

20:00 Bryggjan Brugghus
Vinyl Sunday

21:00 Bravo

Nydonsk

20:30 Beejarbio

Monday January 13th

Monday Night Jazz
21:00 Hresso
Devil's Karaoke
21:00 Bravoé

Tuesday January 14th

Karaoke Party!
21:00 Gaukurinn
Jazz Night

20:30 Kex Hostel

Wednesday January 15th

Don Lockwood Band

21:00 Slippbarinn

Party Karaoke With DJ Déra Julia &
Helga Margrét

21:00 Seeta Svinid

DJ KGB

22:00 Prikid

DJ IntrObeatz

22:00 Bravo

Thursday January 16th

Thugs Need Hugs 2:

Thugs Back 2 School

22:00 Prikid

Iceland Symphony Orchestra:
Young Soloists

19:30 Harpa

fisgeir Asgeirsson & Haukur Grondal
21:00 Petersen svitan

Verpa eggjum

21:00 Mengi

DJ Simon fknhndsm

22:00 Bravo

DJ Alexandra Baldurs

22:00 Rontgen

Friday January 17th

The Grapevine Music Awards 2020
21:00 Rontgen
Ra:tio
24:00 Prikid
Helgarhald "20
21:00 Gaukurinn
Iceland Symphony Orchestra:
Rachmaninoff & Gubaidulina |
18:00 Harpa
Jack The House Crew
21:00 Prikid
Oldulaugin Vol. 2
23:00 Bravo
DJ Styrmir Dansson
23:00 Rontgen

Saturday January 18th

Helgarhald "20
21:00 Gaukurinn
DJ Snorri Astradsson

23:00 Prikid

This Is Nonsense
23:00 Bravo

DJ Simon fknhndsm
23:00 Rontgen

Sunday January 19th

Vinyl Sunday

21:00 Bravo

The Chamber Music Society #4
16:00 Harpa

Sunday Jazz: Astra

20:00 Bryggjan Brugghus

Monday January 20th

Monday Night Jazz
21:00 Hresso

Tuesday January 21st

Karaoke Party!
21:00 Gaukurinn

Wednesday January 22nd

Dark Music Days: Atli Bollason
19:00 Nordic House

Dark Music Days: Siggi String Quartet
20:00 Nordic House

Loose Lips

21:00 Prikid

i brekkunni - Eyjaténleikar 2020
20:00 Harpa

Spiink

21:00 Gaukurinn

DJ Stew

23:00 Prikid

DJ KrBear

23:00 Bravo

DJ KGB

23:00 Rontgen

Sunday January 26th

Sunday Classics:
Popular Romantic Lieder
16:00 Harpa

Sunday Jazz

20:00 Bryggjan Brugghus

Monday January 27th

Don Lockwood Band

21:00 Slippbarinn

Party Karaoke With DJ Déra Julia &
Helga Margrét

21:00 Szeta Svinid

Teenage Songbook Of Love And Sex
21:00 Tjarnarbio

DJ Bleache

22:00 Prikid

Thursday January 23rd

Laura Second / Brott Brekka
19:3018n6

Iceland Symphony Orchestra:
Inkinen Conducts Bartok
19:30 Harpa

Iceland Symphony Orchestra:
Open Rehearsal

9:30 Harpa

Sara Grey

21:00 Mengi

DJ Einar Sonic

22:00 Bravo

DJ Biggi Maus 8-9-0

22:00 Rontgen

Friday January 24th

FM Belfast DJ Set

23:00 Rontgen

HAM

20:00 Reykjavik Art Museum
Hrédmar Sigurdsson & Band
21:00 Mengi

Dandurfréttir

20:30 Beejarbio

Karitas Extravaganza

24:00 Prikid

Formadurinn

23:00 Bravo

Saturday January 25th

Briet
14:00 Harpa

Dark Music Days: KAFKA-FRAGMENTS
20:00 Mengi

Devil's Karaoke

21:00 Bravo

Monday Night Jazz

21:00 Hresso

Tuesday January 28th

Dark Music Days: D'amore

Friday January 31st

Benni Hemm Hemm
20:00 Tjarnarbid
Dark Music Days:
Yrkja U - Young Composers
12:00 Harpa
Dark Music Days: The Young People
18:00 Harpa
Dark Music Days: Heida Arnadéttir
20:00 Nordic House
Dark Music Days: EKKI MINNA Duo
22:0018n6
Ndamer Null Release Concert
21:00 Hard Rock Café
Evil Suburban Kids
23:00 Bravo
DJ Katla
23:00 Rontgen

Saturday February 1st

fsgeir
21:00 Haskdlabié
Dark Music Days:
The Young People Unplugged
12:00 Salurinn
Dark Music Days: MurkyKids
13:30 Harpa
Dark Music Days: Hlokk & Friends
19:00 18n6
Dark Music Days:
Reykjavik Chamber Orchestra
21:30 Harpa

Sunday February 2nd

20:00 183no6 Classical Sundays:

Karaoke Party! Brak Baroque Ensemble
21:00 Gaukurinn 16:00 Harpa

Jazz light Sunday Jazz

20:30 Kex Hostel 20:00 Bryggjan Brugghus
Wednesday January 29th | Monday February 3rd
Dark Music Days: Monday Night Jazz

Caput Ensemble & Gavin Bryars 21:00 Hresso

17:00 Breidholtskirkja

Don Lockwood Band

21:00 Slippbarinn

Party Karaoke With DJ Déra Julia &
Helga Margrét

21:00 Seeta Svinid

DJ Ty of Geimfarar

22:00 Prikid

Thursday January 30th

Dark Music Days:

Iceland Symphony Orchestra
19:30 Harpa

Dark Music Days:

Du6 Freykja - Svava & Rannveig
17:00 Hannesarholt

Dark Music Days:

Skuli Sverrisson & Bara Gisladottir
21:3018n6

Beatmakin Troopa

22:00 Bravo

Big Gee / DJ Nino / Fingaprint
22:00 Prikid

DJ Station Helgi

23:00 Rontgen

Tuesday February 4th

Karaoke Party!
21:00 Gaukurinn
Jazz Night

20:30 Kex Hostel

Wednesday February 5th

Mulinn Jazz Club: Jazz With A View
20:00 Harpa

Don Lockwood Band

21:00 Slippbarinn

Party Karaoke With DJ Déra Julia &
Helga Margreét

21:00 Seeta Svinid

Thursday February 6th

Gunnar Gunnarsson, Sigurdur Flosa-
son, Motet Choir of Hallgrimskirkja &
Hordur Askelsson

20:15 Hallgrimskirkja
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CHARLES ATLAS

Kiss the Day Goodbye

Find today's events ‘

Download our free
listings app - APPENING
on the Apple and
Android stores

Palestinian fashion coming to Iceland

Taking Out The
tRASH

Hide your flag, grab your spikes and get trashy

Words: Hannah Jane Cohen Photo: Isaac Eastgate

Fashion collection

VISIT KOPAVOGLR
CULTURE HOLSES
AND EXPERIENCE

ST
17.01-15.05.2020

Képavogur Art Museum

Gerdarsafn

Képavogur Art Museum

Gerdarsafn

Salurinn  Concert Hall
Natturufreedistofa Kbpavogs
Boékasafn Képavogs

MENNINGARHUSIN.
KOPAVOGUR.IS

Bus1,2,4,28,35 & 36

Natural History Museum of Képavogur
Képavogur Public Library

Hamraborg 4-6 Képavogur

tRASHY CLOTHING x HATARI collection
online @ trashyclothing.shop

“It was insane,” Palestinian fash-
ion designer Shukri Lawrence says,
looking back on the moment Hatari
pulled out their Palestinian flag
live at Eurovision. “I remember
going on Instagram and literally
every story was that one photo.”

But for Shukri, the act was more
than just a political stunt, it was
the beginning of a beautiful rela-
tionship between Iceland’s premier
anti-capitalists and his fashion
brand, tRASHY clothing. Now, the
two have teamed up for a joint col-
lection.

Two trash worlds

The 2017 origins of tRASHY lie in
the dichotomy Shukri experienced
between his daily life as a Pales-
tinian photographer and videog-
rapher and the brands his subjects
were often wearing.

“EverythingIwas “Everything | was
shooting was
related to what
was around me
in the Middle
East, except the
clothes were
from abroad.”

shooting was related
to what was around
me in the Middle
East, except the
clothes were from
abroad,” Shukri ex-
plains. “That’s not
bad but it’s not relat-
able to the subject. I
thought, something’s
missing.”

To bridge the
chasm, Shukri decided he’d make
his own brand, and promptly be-
gan working on a line of t-shirts.
Enter tRASHY.

“I started with this project that
was basically bootlegging brands
like Marc Jacobs and Nike and tak-
ing issues that are related to the
Middle East and sticking both in a
juxtaposition,” he explains.

His most famous design fea-
tures a selfie of a group of women,
each wearing a Niqab, above the
Marc Jacobs logo. “These two dif-
ferent worlds that the West might
not be used to. You know, Nigabi
shoppers exist,” he emphasises.

Tween trash

From there, the tRASHY team
grew to include Omar Braika,
Reem Kawasmi, Luai Al-Shuaibi,
and Sereen Khass. Then, in 2020,
tRASHY was contacted by Hatari
to work on a clothing collaboration
for Eurovision events, press con-
ferences, and such. It was a match
made in trash heaven.

From the moment they ar-
rived, Hatari began wearing bits
of tRASHY clothing in all their ap-
pearances. “We tried to make it like
hints,” Shukri reveals. “Hatari are
wearing these earrings, but who
are they from? They were always
wearing Palestinian designers and
repping Palestine, even before the
flag.”
tRASHY then got
the band to work
as models for their
SS19 ‘XD’ collec-
tion, which was
inspired by the in-
ternet in the year
2010.

“It’s all about
this confusion of
tween days seeing
emo/tumblr cul-
ture going on, yet
there was this whole other world
we were living in,” Shukri explains.
“The war and the occupation. So
this collection was a phase of those
scene kids colours, screen reflec-
tions, and online superficial stuff.”

Hatari proved ideal subjects.
“Seeing their spikes and emo-es-
que scene aesthetic, they were the
perfect models,” he concludes.

Trash code

Now, the two groups have re-unit-
ed for a joint collection, entitled
tRASHY x HATARI, with profits
going to Rainbow Street Org, ben-
efitting queer and trans youth in
the Middle East. The line is directly
inspired by Hatari’s run at Euro-
vision.

“We took inspiration from the
flag moment specifically, so we did
these flag hider pants, flag hider
skirts, and a tube flag holder bag,”
he says. “We also took inspira-
tion from ‘Hate Will Prevail,” and
[changed it] to ‘Love Will Prevail,
and ‘Hate Won’t Prevail.”

But the graffiti-esque designs
go deeper, Shukri re-iterates. “If
you look closely, there are referenc-
es to older news, etc. Everything
is a secret code,” he reveals. “I am
waiting for someone to crack it.”

Trashy insanity

tRASHY will be travelling to Ice-
land in March for a fashion show of
their own. Considering their past
shows have included things like
makeshift border walls in front
of the audience, it’s sure to be a
flag-raising spectacle.

“It will be insane,” Shukri says,
somewhat cheekily. “And that’s all
I am going to say.”

following breadcrumbs on the
earth. I'm braiding many things
together as one.” ¢
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Our Picks

Chromo Sapiens

Jan. 23rd-March 22nd - Hafnarhus

You might have
heard of Hrafnhil-
dur Arnardattir,

a.k.a. Shoplifter,
from her spec-
tacular exhibition

last summer at
the Venice Bien-
nale. Now the art-
ist, who is known
for her psyche-
delically colourful
“hairscapes;,’ is
back in Reyk-
javik. For this
new installation,
journey through
three multi-
sensory cave-like
spaces full of
neon stalactites,
ethereal lights,
and overgrown
plant-like hair

isms. If that’s not
enough, lcelandic
cult metal maver-
icks HAM created
a soundscape for
the exhibition,
which they will
perform, along
with Reykjavik
Grapevine's 2020
Live Act Of The
Year Keelan Mikla
at the opening
on January 24th.
Tickets to the
special concert
are 6,900 ISK and
can be bought

SMOKE

TROSTBITER

HORRUR
FILM
FESTIVAL

Frostbiter Horror Film Festival

Land Beyond The Sea

January 14th -
19:00 - IDNO

Artists Theo Elias,
AnA and Mighty
Bear get together
to combine their
arts and potions.

“Smoke, Theo's
debut photogra-
phy album,ina
room of smoke,
visual projections
and dreamy elec-
tronic music. IP

January 31st-
February 2nd

Journey to
Akranes for the
spookiest week-
end of your life.
The fourth edi-

horror festival
will include short
films, features,
party screenings,
and a pub quiz.
Warning: Prob-
ably not the best
time to pick up a

extension organ-  online. HJC

January 10th—February 6th

Come celebrate

tion of the local  hitchhiker. IP

January 24th-
April 5th - Nordic
House

ists explore the
boundaries of art
and fantasy in
their dialogue on
wanderlust. We
can’t confirm, but
Moomins might
be in attendance.
HJC

Say “Tervetuloa”
to your sauna-
loving artists to
the east. Here,
five Finnish art-

Art Listings

Events are listed by venue. For complete
listings and detailed information on venues,
visit grapevine.is/happening.

Send your listings to: listings@grapevine.is

Opening

Ongoing

REYKJAVIK MUSEUM OF PHOTOGRAPHY

Yes, the exhibition is really called
"...".In it, photographer Valdimar
Thorlacius turned his lens on Icelan-
dic towns with under 500 inhabit-
ants, documenting the small mo-
ments of this country oft ignored.

+ Opens on January 16th, 2020

* Runs until May 3rd, 2020

GERDARSAFN KOPAVOGUR ART MUSEUM
Imprint

'Imprint' comprises works by seven
contemporary artists who decon-
struct the ideas of the photograph
as a window on reality. Come explore
the ambiguous nature of the pho-
tograph, while also playing with the
potential of the medium and push-
ing the boundaries of it.

+ Opens on January 17th, 2020

« Runs until March 15th, 2020

REYKJAVIK ART MUSEUM - HAFNARHUS
Structure and Order: Draft of Con-
temporary Art History in Iceland [IV]
The exhibition is the fourth in a
series of drafts of Icelandic contem-
porary art history, based on works
from the Reykjavik Art Museum's
collection. Works are selected and
juxtaposed in a thematic context in
an experiment to reflect art history
in real time. This one takes on the
style of minimalism.

« Opens on January 16th, 2020

+ Runs until May 17th, 2020

D40 Una Bjorg Magnusdoéttir: Vanish-
ing Crowd

The D-Gallery series invites up-and-
coming local artists to host their
first solo exhibition. This iteration
features sculptor Una Bjérg Magnus-
dottir, whose works are notorious
for emitting sound.

+ Opens on January 16th, 2020

» Runs until March 15th, 2020

HAFNARBORG

Silent Spring

Lilja Birgisdottir, Hertta Kiiski, and
Katrin Elvarsdéttir explore ne-
glected environments at the brink
of loss due to climate change. It's
a full sensory experience designed
to remind you of the beauty we still
have on this Earth.

+ Opens on January 18th, 2020

« Runs until March 15th, 2020

NATIONAL GALLERY OF ICELAND
Treasures 0f A Nation

A selection of over 80 works chosen
from the national gallery’s collec-
tion displays the evolution of art
since the 19th century.

+ Runs until September 30th, 2020
Soliloquy

Come see this retrospective

of Jéhanna Kristin Yngvadéttir
(1953-1991), who made a splash in
the Icelandic art scene in the early
1980s. Johanna Kristin's expres-
sionistic works were received with
enthusiasm, and critics were united
in their praise of the young artist,
whose work was considered mature
and refined.

* Runs until January 26th, 2020

The Icelandic Love Corporation:
Water And Blood

In preparation for this video work,
the Icelandic Love Corporation
brought in a psychic to make con-
tact with deceased artist Asgrimur
Joénsson. He probably said “Go away,
I'm trying to rest."

* Runs until March 1st, 2020

EINAR JONSSON MUSEUM

Permanent Exhibition

The museum contains close to

300 artworks including a beautiful
garden with 26 bronze casts of the
artist’s sculptures.

REYKJAVIK CITY MUSEUM

Settlement Exhibition

As Viking ruins meet digital technol-
ogy, this exhibition provides insight
into Reykjavik's farms at the time of
the first settlers.

REYKJAVIK ART MUSEUM -
ASMUNDARSAFN

Asmundur Sveinsson: Under the
Same Sky - Art In Public Space
Asmundarsafn is named after sculp-
tor Asmundur Sveinsson. This new
permanent exhibition presents the
artist in a new light. What dialogue
does his works provoke?

* Runs until February 16th, 2020

016f Nordal: tingl-ungl

016f Nordal (b. 1961) often refer-
ences lcelandic folktales, national
heritage and cultural motifs which
she places in a modern context. She
is also preoccupied with nature and
our connection to the land. In her

work she attempts to explore and
examine the structural material of
mythical tales, she looks for things
that fall outside the traditional
framework.

* Runs until January 26th, 2020

REYKJAVIK MUSEUM OF PHOTOGRAPHY
Encounters - Nordic Photography
Beyond Borders

This exhibit is characterised by
social and political overtones. In the
works, ways are explored of visualis-
ing “encounters” between subjects,
thus drawing attention to major
issues like immigration, changes to
land- and cityscapes, or the local
impacts of globalisation.

* Runs until January 12th, 2020
Space for Humans: The Moon on
Earth

Broadhead’s practice entails an
engagement with photography as

a critical medium and explores the
conjunctions between different
subjects; notably geology, anthro-
pology, history, and mythology.

* Runs until February 3rd, 2020

REYKJAVIK MARITIME MUSEUM

Fish & Folk

Name a better duo than fish and
Iceland. You can’t. So come learn
about the history of Icelandic fisher-
ies from row boats to monstrous
trawlers.

Melckmeyt 1659

Melckmeyt was a Dutch merchant
ship that crashed near Flatey Island
in 1659. Explore the wreck here.

REYKJAVIK ART MUSEUM - HAFNARHUS
Erré: Mao's World Tour

Between 1972 and 1980, Erro
painted over 130 paintings, with two
images of different origins against
each other: Chinese propaganda
posters of Mao Zedong and Western
tourist pictures from famous sites.

+ Runs until February 9th, 2020
Olafur Eliasson: The Glacier Melt s
Series 1999/2020

In 1999, artist Olafur Eliasson
documented several dozen glaciers
in Iceland. Twenty years later, he
returned to photograph them again.
This new photographic series brings
together images from 1999 and
2020 to reveal the radical threat to
our climate.

* Runs until February 9th, 2020

NATIONAL MUSEUM OF ICELAND

Pike Ward

Around 1900, Englishman Pike Ward
was a well-known figure in Iceland.
The fisherman was an amateur pho-
tographer, focusing on everyday life.
Here, see over 1,500 photos and 300
artifacts the ecctric collected from
his travels around the country.

* Runs until January 12th, 2020

MUSEUM OF DESIGN AND APPLIED ART

Anna Maria Pitt Workshop
Silversmith Anna Maria Pitt has taken
over the studio of the Museum of
Design and Applied Art. Come watch
her make her nature-inspired jew-
elry live, then buy some in the store.
* Runs until January 26th, 2020
Sveinn Kjarval

This exhibition focuses on the pio-
neering work of Sveinn Kjarval, one
of the most pioneering furniture
makers and interior designers in
the country. While many pieces

have been lost in time, there will be
photographs showing never-before-
seen designs.

* Runs until August 30th, 2020

REYKJAVIK ART MUSEUM -
KJARVALSSTABIR

Johannes $. Kjarval: Can't Draw a
Harebell

Here, explore the floral works of
Johannes S. Kjarval, after whom the
museum is named. Be it ornamental
plants, potted plants, or wildflowers,
you'll find it all.

* Runs until February 16th, 2020

016f Nordal: Ungl

In this mid-career retrospective,
0156f Nordal dissects the structural
material of mythical tales—taking
old events and folktales and putting
them into a modern context. Enter
her preoccupation with nature and
connect yourself to the land.

* Runs until February 9th, 2020

plants and fruits. The subtle poetic
situations in our domestic lives are
elevated in his works.

* Runs until February 8th, 2020
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Kiss The Day Goodbye

Charles Atlas is a video artist and
film director who was a pioneer in
developing media dance, or as they
call it, dance for camera. While the
text has not been released for this
exhibition yet, we assume it'll be
spectacular.

* Runs until February 1st, 2020

LIVING ART MUSEUM

Some Favourites

In this exhibition, the Living Art
Museum presents pieces from its
collection without attempting to
fit them into any elaborate curato-
rial concept. Check out some of
Iceland's best or most provocative
contemporary art on its own terms.
* Runs until February 23rd, 2020

REYKJAVIK ROASTERS

i kring 06

Artists Almar Atlasson, Dadi Gudb-
jornsson and Kristin Gunnlaugsdéttir
present a series of works from their
recent print workshop at each Reyk-
javik Roasters location. There will be
a special Walk & Talk on January 10th
at 17:00 starting at Brautarholt 2.

* Runs until February 23rd, 2020

HVERFISGALLERI

Super Lokal

Loji Hoskuldsson's visual art primar-
ily explores new and traditional
ways of embroidery, a technique he
inherited from his mother who is a
professional seamstress and em-
broidery expert. In his embroidery,
Loji most often depicts a sort of still
life with focus on everyday objects,

GALLERY PORT

Regenerate #2 - Physical Newness
'‘Regenerate' is a word with many
definitions and ideas. For this exhibi-
tion, the focus manifests itself in
physical, mental, or spiritual loss.
Each artwork explores how to renew
or recreate oneself—what to do
with this missing part of us.

* Runs until January 16th, 2020

MUSELUM OF DESIGN

AND APPLIED ART

HONNLINARSREN ismnns:}.\\

Gardatorg 1+ Gardabar
Open Tue-Sun 12 -17

www.honnunarsafn.is

F1© honnunarsafn

Exhibitions:
Behind the Scenes
Filing of a ceramic collection

Sveinn Kjarval
Furniture and interior designer
Opening 2™ November.

Anna Maria Pitt
Silversmith

Designer in residence
Opening 25t October




28.11.2019-09.02.2020

Olafur
Eliasson

Photo: Olafur Eliasson. Detail of The glacier melt series 1999/2019, 2019
Courtesy of the artistand i8 Gallery, Reykjavik

Theglacier
melt series

Hafnarhus Open daily
Tryggvagata 17 10h00-17h00
+354 4116410 Thursdays

artmuseum.is 10h00—22h00

NATIONAL MUSEUM
OF ICELAND

WELCOME
TO TXE
NATIONAL
MUZEUM

OF ICELAND

The Culture House
Hverfisgata 15, 101 Reykjavik

The National Museum of Iceland
Sudurgata 41, 101 Reykjavik

www.nationalmuseum.is
+354 530 2200

© @icelandnationalmuseum
§ @thjodminjasafn

Opening Hours
Daily 10-17

Closed on
Mondays 16/9-30/4

It's like Home Rlone, except Kevin just feels alone in a room full of people

The Nightmare
Before
And During
Christmas

Director Runar Runarsson surprises with ‘Echo’

Words: Valur Gunnarsson Photo: Still from the film

Film

Screening at Haskdlabio, but not yet
with English subtitles.

One of the first scenes in ‘Echo’
seems rather familiar in the con-
text of Icelandic cinema. Man re-
turns to the farm he grew up on,
but now as a representative of the
city. Instead of moving back into
the old family abode, he sets it
on fire, intending
to import prefab-
ricated housing to
build a guesthouse.
He also offers to
buy eggs from
the neighbour for
money, disrupting
the barter system
of the locals. And
yet, things seem
a little bit off. The
metaphor is a bit
too strong, almost
parodic. It soon be-
comes clear thisisa
rather different kind of film.

Drunks play Matador

Instead of following the fate of
small-town folk, we soon return
to Reykjavik. Polish workers are
cheated of their wages. A mother
proudly looks on as her daughter
practices dance moves. We then

“A seemingly
well-off man
drinks expen-
sive wine with
his TV dinner
alone on Christ-
mas Eve while
looking at at his
phone.”

see a parade of fitness contestants.
Drunks play Matador (Monopoly)
and haggle over down payments
on housing no one can afford.
Characters are introduced and
then never appear again. This is
probably a first in Iceland—an epi-
sodic film. Echoes (pun intended)
of Roy Anderson abound, who in
recent films has explored the drab
downside of the Swedish social-
democratic paradise.

But Runar Runars-
son’s third film can
perhaps be said to
have more bite.
After introducing
some of those worst
off in Icelandic so-
ciety, we peek into
other segments.
There are no clear
winners in late-
capitalist Iceland.
Some have it hard-
er than others to
be sure, but there’s
no easy villains. A
seemingly well-off man drinks
expensive wine with his TV din-
ner alone on Christmas Eve while
looking at his phone. Another has a
fight with his family over the pur-
chase of a Christmas tree.

Two traumatic weeks

What ties everything together is

Find today's events

Download our free
listings app - APPENING
on the Apple and

Android stores

the most traumatic two weeks in
the Icelandic calendar: the last
two weeks of the year leading up
to Christmas and New Years. A
geothermal hothouse farmer begs
for an extension of his overdraft
so that he can give his children
a happy Christmas but is turned
down. An elderly woman takes her
grandson to the graveyard and tells
him this is where everyone goes in
the end.

‘Echo’ is an admirable antidote
to the common perception of Ice-
land as a nature-loving utopia.
There is perhaps nothing more
Icelandic than the pre-Christmas,
hyper-consumerist rush, which
is then followed by manic overin-
dulging that everyone is supposed
to enjoy but few probably do. Two
men argue over the merits of the
Minister of Finance, one storming
out with his minuscule party hat
still on, ranting that nothing will
ever change unless someone says
something, though it is not clear
the ranting has improved society
very much.

In a way, this can be seen as a
companion piece to Isold Uggadét-
tir’s excellent ‘And Breathe Nor-
mally,’ but whereas Isold attempt-
ed to capture society by zooming
in on two women, one local, the
other immigrant, Rinar goes for a
more panoramic view. We also get
a glimpse here of refugees being
deported after seeking shelter in a
church, although the idea that the
bishop would support their cause
is one of Runar’s most cruel jokes.

Deserves to be seen

At 79 minutes, ‘Echo’ does not over-
stay its welcome, and the ending
is nothing short of masterful. The
day after the party, and the first
baby of the year is born, as depicted
with footage from a real live birth.
One cannot help but feel sorry for
the poor child with all this in store.
‘Echo’ won’t be to everyone’s taste,
but it deserves to be seen. &

gpuw.is/film

Share this + Archives




Various Events

DIRECTLY

Friday January 10th

Bukala Burlesque Show
21:00 Gaukurinn

'Step Up 2: The Streets’ Party
Screening

20:00 Bio Paradis

Not So Secret Friday Show
21:00 The Secret Cellar

Saturday January 11th

Drag-Sugur: The Musical
21:30 Gaukurinn

Sunday January 12th

Black Sundays: 'Dead Ringers'
20:00 Bio Paradis

Party Bingo With Sigga Kling
21:00 Seeta Svinid

Monday January 13th

Soulflow: Women & Queer Comedy
21:00 Gaukurinn

Tuesday January 14th

SMOKE: Book Launch
19:0018n06
Drink & Draw
21:00 Prikid
Gogo Starr: Drag Pub Quiz!
21:00 Fjallkonan
Funniest Four: Comedy Show
21:00 The Secret Cellar

Wednesday January 15th

'The Laxa Farmers' Screening
20:00 Bi6 Paradis

Golden Mic Stand-Up Comedy
21:00 The Secret Cellar

Thursday January 16th

My Voices Have Tourettes
21:00 The Secret Celler

Friday January 17th

'The Big Lebowski' Party Screening
20:00 Bio Paradis

Not So Secret Friday Show

21:00 The Secret Cellar

Saturday January 18th

Saturday Night Showcase
21:00 The Secret Cellar

Sunday January 19th

Black Sundays: ‘Jacob's Ladder
20:00 Bio Paradis

Party Bingo With Sigga Kling
21:00 Seeta Svinid

Monday January 20th

Soulflow: Women & Queer Comedy
21:00 Gaukurinn

Tuesday January 21st

Funniest Four: Comedy Show
21:00 The Secret Cellar

Gogo Starr: Drag Pub Quiz!
21:00 Fjallkonan

Wednesday January 22nd

Golden Mic Stand-Up Comedy
21:00 The Secret Cellar

Thursday January 23rd

Drag-Sugur Drag Lab
21:30 Gaukurinn

My Voices Have Tourettes
21:00 The Secret Celler

Friday January 24th
'Cry-Baby' Party Screening
20:00 Bio Paradis

Not So Secret Friday Show
21:00 The Secret Cellar

Saturday January 25th

‘Amélie’ 20th Anniversary Screening
20:00 Bio Paradis

Saturday Night Showcase

21:00 The Secret Cellar

Sunday January 26th

Party Bingo With Sigga Kling
21:00 Seeta Svinid

Black Sundays:

'The Friends 0f Eddit Coyle'
20:00 Bio Paradis

Monday January 27th

Soulflow: Women & Queer Comedy
21:00 Gaukurinn

Tuesday January 28th

Gogo Starr: Drag Pub Quiz!
21:00 Fjallkonan

Funniest Four: Comedy Show
21:00 The Secret Cellar

Wednesday January 29th

Golden Mic Stand-Up Comedy
21:00 The Secret Cellar

Thursday January 30th

My Voices Have Tourettes
21:00 The Secret Celler

Friday January 31st

‘Sister Act 2' Party Screening
20:00 Bio Paradis

Not So Secret Friday Show
21:00 The Secret Cellar

Saturday February 1st

Saturday Night Showcase
21:00 The Secret Cellar
'Wine Calling' Screening &
Wine Tasting

18:00 Bio Paradis

Sunday February 2nd

Black Sundays: 'Kagemusha’
20:00 Bio Paradis

Monday February 3rd

Soulflow: Women & Queer Comedy
21:00 Gaukurinn

Tuesday February 4th

Gogo Starr: Drag Pub Quiz!
21:00 Fjallkonan

Funniest Four: Comedy Show
21:00 The Secret Cellar

Wednesday February 5th

Golden Mic Stand-Up Comedy
21:00 The Secret Cellar

0'0 ¥ " oy
S| HANDKNITTIN
AR | ASSOCIATION o IEEEAND:
Thursday February 6th ' 1 i_}'j;”
Borgartun 31

Café Lingua: Language Rendezvous
18:00 Studentakjallarinn

My Voices Have Tourettes

21:00 The Secret Celler

Skélqvéraustigurlg .
hdndknitted.i§ '
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TASTE THE
BEST OF ICELAND

ICELANDIC GOURMET FEAST

Starts with a shot of the infamous Icelandic
spirit Brennivin

Followed by 7 delicious tapas
e Smoked puffin with blueberry “brennivin” sauce

e |celandic Arctic Charr with peppers-salsa
¢ | obster tails baked in garlic
e Pan-fried line caught blue ling with lobster sauce

e |celandic lamb with beer-butterscotch sauce

¢ Minke Whale with cranberry & malt sauce

And for dessert
e White chocolate "Skyr" mousse with passion coulis

bﬂﬂm!

LATE NIGHT DINING

R 5

TAPASBARINN | Vesturgata 3B | Tel: 551 2344 | tapas.is

Our kitchen is open
until 23:30 on weekdays
and 01:00 on weekends




sushi
SOCl

ICELANDIC
SEAFOOD

makes world’s best sushi

The best of Icelandic produce
with a nod to Japan and South
America. Modern Icelandic
flavours, share plates and award
winning cocktails.

SOCIALIZE
WITH THE
LOCALS

Our kitchen is open
17.00-23.00 sun.-thu.
17.00-24.00 fri.-sat.

Sushi Social
bingholtsstraeti 5 « 101 Reykjavik
Tel. 568 6600 - sushisocial.is

Culture
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Valkyrie-Va-Voom

Swing from the chandeliers
with drag queen Agatha P.

Words: Hannah Jane Cohen & Agatha P. Photo: Art Bicnick

Making Of An Artist

Agatha P.—yes, it’s pronounced like
you'd think, and yes, it’s genius—is
one of Iceland’s most beloved drag
queens. Created by the lovely dancer
Asgeir Helgi Magniisson, Agatha is a
kooky, silly, sexy, and oddly flexible
character known for
her bizarre sense of
humour and contem-
porary dance skills.
But hold up: Agatha
is no bimbo, she’s also
a regular correspond-
ent for the Storu Ma-
lin and co-created the
hit show ‘Memoirs Of
A Valkyrie,” which
will have its final
performance at Tjar-
narbié on January 10th. Here’s what
makes Agatha..well...P.

Sia
There is something so incredibly
magical in Sia’s music. And her
voice! OMG, she sings in a frequen-
cy that stirs everything up inside
of me—her music inspires, drives
and turns on the waterworks. Wa-
terproof mascara recommended.
I also love the fact that she places
a young contemporary dancer in
the foreground of all her perfor-
mances. Maddie Ziegler embodies
Sia’s music in such a raw, poetic

“If Elsa can
make it show
with her frozen
fingers, | must
be able to find
ways to do it,

too.

way. I get goosebumps just think-
ing about it.

Vala Matt

Vala Matt is a national treasure. I
grew up watching her on St60 2 and
I've always had great admiration
and respect for her.
She is creative, chic,
very glamorous,
and on the screen
she always comes
across as a lively yet
incredibly warm
persona who shows
so much interest in
people and their sto-
9 ries. She was a huge

inspiration for me

when I created my
on-screen character, serious an-
chorwoman Agatha P.

Makeup

I can watch makeup tutorials for
days and one of my all-time favour-
ite beauty vloggers is NikkieTutori-
als. She’s a Dutch girl bursting with
energy and love for makeup, plus
she is just so damn likeable. I love
trying out new things in makeup
but I find myself drawn to bright
colours that pop out, sparkles, and
GLITTER. My favourite brand by
far is Sugarpill. They make high
pigmented colourful palettes that

The 90s music video box is coming back in 2020

are cruelty-free and the majority of
their products are vegan.

Cartoons

I'have a very vivid imagination and
Ilove seeking inspiration from car-
toons. The animated world is such
an amazing place without bound-
aries. The imagination gets to run
free and challenge the laws of na-
ture. I always strive ways to take
this into performances and push
the boundaries of what is “doable”
on stage. If Elsa can make it snow
with her frozen fingers, I must be
able to find ways to do it too.

Contemporary Dance

Contemporary Dance is objectively
the best form of dance and defi-
nitely a life-changing factor for
me. Being a professional dancer
is maybe somewhat of a poorly
paid profession but it’s a rich and
fulfilling lifestyle. I've toured the
world, worked with amazing art-
ists, and made beautiful life-long
friendships. One of my wonderful
friends from dance even ventured
on the journey into the world of
drag with me.

Wagner ‘Valkyries’

Ilove opera! It combines everything
I adore. Glamorous divas, over the
top makeup and costumes, and
beautifully overacted melodrama.
I have a freakishly soft spot for
the theatrical and my adoration of
this art form brought me to create
a drag theatre performance based
on Wagner’s Valkyries. Four drag
queens in full armour riding on
inflatable horses—what could go
wrong? Come see us in Tjarnarbié
on January 10th. #shamelessplug ¢
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A GUIDE THAT
FUCKS YOU UP

A selection from

Every

Happy
Hour

in 101 Reykjavik

Get the
complete
Happy Hour
listings!

Download
our free app
Appy Hour in

the Apple and
Android stores

G

appy hour

FIND A HAPPY HOUR

NEAREST YOU.
EVERY TIME!

AMERICAN BAR
Every day from
16:00 to 19:00.
Beer 800 ISK,
Wine 900 ISK.

APOTEK

Every day from
15:00 to 18:00.
Beer 695 ISK,
Wine 745 ISK.

BEER GARDEN

Every day from
15:00 to 19:00.
Beer 800 ISK,
Wine 800 ISK.

BIO PARADIS
Every day from
17:00 to 19:00.
Beer 800 ISK,
Wine 800 ISK.

BRAVO

Every day from
11:00 to 20:00.
Beer 700 ISK,
Wine 900 ISK.

BRYGGJAN
BRUGGHUS
Every day from
15:00 to 19:00.
Beer 700 ISK,
Wine 1,050 ISK.

CAFE BABALU

Every day from
19:00 to 21:00.
Beer 690 ISK,
Wine 795 ISK.

DILLON

Every day from
14:00 to 19:00.
Beer 600 ISK,
Wine 850 ISK.

FORRETTABARINN
Every day from
16:00 to 19:00.
Beer 750 ISK,
Wine 750 ISK.

GAUKURINN
Every day from
14:00 to 21:00.
Beer 600 ISK,
Wine 750 ISK,
Shots 750 ISK.

GEIRI SMART
Every day from
16:00 to 18:00.
Beer 500 ISK,
Wine 600 ISK,
Cocktails 1,200
ISK.

iSLENSKI BARINN
Every day from
16:00 to 18:00.

Beer 700 ISK,

Wine 700 ISK. PAPAKU
REYKJAVIK
IDA ZIMSEN Every day from
Every day from 16:00 to 22:00.
19:00 to 22:00. Beer 690 ISK,
Beer 495 ISK. Wine 800 ISK.
ISAFOLD PRIKID
Every day from Every day from
16:00 to 18:00. 16:00 to 20:00.
Beer 600 ISK, Beer 600 ISK.
Wine 900 ISK. -
| PUBLIC HOUSE
KAFFIBARINN Every day from
Every day from 156:00 to 18:00 &
15:00 to 20:00. 23:00 to 1:00.
Beer 750 ISK, Beer 890 ISK,
Wine (On Wed.) Wine 890 ISK.
700 ISK. -
— | PETERSEN SVITAN
KAFFIBRENNSLAN Every day from
Every day from 16:00 to 20:00,
16:00 to 20:00. Beer 800 ISK,
Beer 550 ISK, Wine 1,000 ISK,
Wine 750 ISK. Cocktails 1,500
ISK.
KALDI

Every day from
16:00 to 19:00.
Beer 850 ISK,
Wine 850 ISK.

KEX HOSTEL

Every day from
15:00 to 19:00.
Beer 750 ISK,
Wine 750 ISK.

LOFT

Every day from
16:00 to 20:00.
Beer 750 ISK,
Wine 750 ISK.

LOFTID

Wed- Sun from
16:00 to 21:00.
Beer 800 ISK,
Wine 800 ISK,
Cocktails 1,500
ISK.

MARBAR

Every day from
16:00 to 19:00.
Beer 600 ISK,
Wine 650 ISK.

MIAMI

Every day from
15:00 to 20:00.
Beer 500 ISK,
Wine 800 ISK,
Cocktails 1,000
ISK.

PABLO DISCOBAR

Every day from
17:00 to 18:00.
Beer 700 ISK,
Wine 1,000 ISK,
Cocktails 1,500
ISK.

SATA SVINID

Every day from
15:00 to 18:00.
Beer 645 ISK,
Wine 745 ISK.

SESSION CRAFT

BAR

Every day from
12:00 to 19:00.
Beer 790 ISK,
Wine 900 ISK.

SKULI CRAFT BAR

Every day from
12:00 to 19:00.
Beer 900 ISK,
Wine 900 ISK.

SLIPPBARINN
Every day from
15:00 to 18:00.

Beer 500 ISK,
Wine 750 ISK,
Cocktails 1,200
ISK

SPANSKI BARINN

Every day from
14:00 to 20:00.
Beer 650 ISK,
Wine 850 ISK.

STOFAN CAFE

Every day from
16:00 to 18:00.
Beer 750 ISK,
Wine 950 ISK.

SOLON
Everyday from
15:00 to 18:00.
Beer 800 ISK,
Wine 800 ISK.

SUSHI SOCIAL

Every day from
17:00 to 18:00.
Beer 645 ISK,
Wine 745 ISK,
Half-priced
cocktails.

TAPAS BARINN

Every day from
17:00 to 18:00.
Beer 645 ISK,
Wine 745 ISK.

VEBUR

Every day from
12:00 to 19:35.
Beer 800 ISK,
Wine 800 ISK.

OLSTOFAN
Every day from
15:00 to 20:00.
Beer 750 ISK,
Wine 800 ISK.

Featured Happy Hour
GAUKURINN Hour is everyday
TRYGGVAGATA 22  from 14:00-21:00
and offers beer
Gaukurinn at 600 ISK, wine
offers a great for 750 ISK,
grunge feel, and selected
and is known shots for 750

as the premier
hang-out for
the alt crowd of
the city. Happy

ISK. Note: They
have fantastic
karaoke parties
on Tuesdays. ¢

Reykjavik
Gardastreeti 6 » Vinlandsleid 6-8

TRAVEL

(6)

ICELAND SYMPHONY
ORCHESTRA

THE WORLD

OF MUSIC

WEEKLY CONCERTS

IN HARPA

BOX-OFFICE

SINFONIALIS

Harpa Concert Hall

sinfonia.is
harpa.is

(+354) 528 50 50

@icelandsymphony / #sinfé

Main sponsor.

GAMMA

Chea

Here are some deals that'll
keep your wallet feeling

happy and full.

1,000 ISK And Under

Hard Rock Café Sélon

Every day 15-18 Monday - Friday
Nachos, wings & 11:00 - 14:30
onion rings - Soup of the day
990 ISK - 990 ISK
Dominos Tapas Barinn
Tuesdays-Allday  Every day
Medium Sized 17:00 - 18:00
pizza with 3 Half off of

toppings -1,000
ISK-Vegan option

selected tapas
Various prices

Food

Deig / Le Kock
Every day-All day
Doughnut,
coffee & bagel
-1,000 ISK

KEX Hostel

Every day

15:00 - 19:00
Chicken wings -
650 ISK

Baked almonds -
500 ISK

Sushi Social
Every day

17:00 - 18:00
Truffle potatoes

1,000 ISK
Avocado fries -
690 ISK
Lobster sushi,
ribs & more -
890 ISK

1,500 ISK

And Under

Hamborgara-
bulla Témasar
Tuesdays-All day
Burger, french
fries & soda -
1,390 ISK

Glo

Every day-All day
Bowl of the
month - 1,290 ISK
Vegan option

Shalimar
Monday - Friday
12:00 - 14:30
Curry - 1,290 ISK
Vegan option

Saeta svinid
Every day 15-18
Chicken wings -
1,190 ISK

"Dirty" fries -
1,390 ISK

Solon

Monday - Friday
11:00- 14:30
Ceasar salad -
1,490 ISK

Lemon

Every day
16:00 - 21:00
2f1 Juice +
sandwich
1,095 ISK
Vegan option

Uppsalir - Bar
and cafe
Everyday 11-14
Burger & fries -

1,690 ISK

Sélon

Monday - Friday
11:00 - 14:30
Fish of the day -
1,990 ISK

Matarkjallarinn
Monday - Friday
11:30 - 15:00

Fisherman's fish

1,390 ISK soup -1,990 ISK
Vegan option

2,000 ISK 5,000 ISK
And Under  And Under
Bryggjan Apétek
Brugghus Every day
Monday - Friday 11:30 - 16.00
11:30 - 15:00 Two-course
Dish of the day lunch -3,390 ISK
soup & bread - Three course

lunch - 4,390 ISK

Kids Eat
Free

All Icelandair
Hotel restaurants

Prikid
If you order two
adult meals

Haust
The buffet is
free for kids




FJAILKONAN

KRA & KRESINGAR

Fjallkonan is a new lively restaurant & pub in the heart
of Reykjavik offering a selection of Icelandic and
international dishes from local ingredients.

Casual and cosy atmosphere yet still fun and festive.
Stop by for snacks & drinks, lunch or dinner.

Icelandic
Delicacies

-

Must try dishes

LAMB & FLATBREAD

Slow cooked lamb, traditional Icelandic flatbread from the
Westfjords, carrot purée, pickled red onions, horseradish sauce

ARCTIC CHARR & BLINI

Lighly cured arctic charr, chickpea blini, horseradish sauce,
roe, crispy lentils, yuzu-elderflower dressing

ICELANDIC PLATTER

> Puffin, crowberry gel
> Minke whale, malt glaze
> Lamb tartar, chive mayo

THE LAMB BURGER

Bacon, mushroom & date duxelle, pickled red onions, pickled
cucumber, rucola, smoked cheese, fries

SKYR ETON MESS CHEESECAKE

White chocolate “Skyr” mousse, meringue, raspberries,
raspberry sauce

FJALLKONAN WELCOMES YOU!

@ falikonan.vk Edfiallkonan Hafnarstreeti 1-3 > Tel. +354 555 0950 > fjallkona.is

Winner, winner, literary dinner

Readin

Too

Much Into
The lcelandic
Literary Prize

Nominees

..and who we think will win

Words: Valur Grettisson Photo: Adobe Stock

The Icelandic Book Prize winners
will be announced in late January.

It’s that time of the year, when
writers and scholars fight to the
death—in the poetic sense, of
course. Yes, the nominees for the
Icelandic Book Prize have been
announced, including 15 authors
in three categories, who will now
compete for the prestigious hon-
our and a one million ISK cash
price.

The Reykjavik Grapevine parsed
the nominees to predict what is
likely to win and determine what
we think actually should win.

The poetry possibility

First off, when looking at the Ice-
landic literary scene this year, one
quickly notices one important
detail: There have never been as
many poetry books published in
Iceland.

That said, there is only one po-
etry book nominated on the list in
the Novel category, which is ‘Dim-
mumot’ by Steinunn Sigurdardot-
tir, a veteran writer who also won
the prize in 1995 with her novel
‘Hjartastadur’ (‘Where the Heart
Is') She is a strong contestant and
could win again as a representa-
tive of the poetry scene, although
the statistics are not on her side
when it comes to an author win-
ning the award more than once.
Only two writers have achieved
that feat since 1989.

Bragi could win...

But there are notable heavyweight
champions in the Novel category.
Bragi Olafsson has a book in the

race called ‘Stada pundsins’ ('Sta-
tus of the Pound'). The book is, like
most of Bragi’s novels, a little bit
incoherent and slow, but brilliant
in its own unique style. Bragi is
very well respected, but has never
won the prize. Our money is on
him.

That said, our heart is with
Bergbora Snaebjornsdéttir. She is
relatively new in the scene, hav-
ing released her first poetry book
last year, ‘Floridaljodin’ (‘Florida-
Poems’), which was nominated but
didn’t win. Her new book, a novel
called ‘Svinsho6fud’ (‘Pig's Head),
is a unique tale of immigrants ex-
periencing the harshness of Ice-
landic culture and weather.

But hold on

There are two more writers in
the race, both brilliant. First off,
Gudrun Eva Minervudéttir is
nominated for her short story col-
lection ‘Adferdir til pess ad lifa af’
(‘Methods of sur-
viving’). Gudrdan
Eva is just other-
worldly when it
comes to writing,
having gone from
magical realism
to just odd real-
ism. She’s one
of those writers
that makes you
feel like you've
been touched by
something special.
As well, Solvi Bjorn Sigurdsson
is nominated for his novel ‘Selta —
Apokryfaur aevilandlaeknis’ (I feel
truly sorry for the brave soul who
will try to translate this title, but
the first word would be ‘Salinity’

“Icelanders are

suckers for fish,

as you probably
know, so we'd
put our money
on this book.”
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if that helps). Both of these writers
are incredibly capable, but to be
blunt, the buzz is not there. That
said, anything could happen.

The first immigrant to
win?

What'’s really enjoyable about the
book prize is that it has a special
category for children’s books. Five
writers are nominated in the cat-
egory, one of whom, Hildur Knuts-
dottir, has won the prize before.
She is now nominated for her
young adult novel ‘Nornin’ (‘The
Witch).

The buzz, however, is around
Lani Yamamoto’s book, ‘Egill spa-
madur’ (‘Egill The Prophet’). Lani’s
nomination is unique in the sense
that she doesn’t speak Icelandic,
or, at least, not in interviews. So
if she wins, she will be the first
immigrant to claim the prize. Our
money, as well as our heart, is with
Lani, and it’s truly refreshing to
have a voice like hers in the race.

The nightmare group

Now to the heavy stuff: Five writ-
ers are nominated in the non-
fiction category. In this group, we
have a former member of parlia-
ment, Olina Kjerulf borvardardot-
tir, who wrote about the history of
ancient medicine in Iceland. We
also have a veteran cultural jour-
nalist and director, Pall Baldvin
Baldvinsson, who wrote about Ice-
land’s history of fishing herring.
Icelanders are suckers for fish, as
you probably know, so we'd put our
money on this book.

That said, there has been a lot
of buzz about the biography of the
legendary writer Jakobina Sig-
urdardottir, which was written by
her own daughter, Sigridur Kristin
borgrimsdottir.

If we had to
choose between two
nominations and flip
a coin for it, we would
say Jakobina or the
herring history.

Well, there you
have it, all of the nom-
inations. The award
ceremony will be held
at the presidential
residence Bessastadir
at the end of January. We don’t take
bets, but if you win some small for-
tune based on our insights, please
donate 10% of the winnings to the
Grapevine. If you lose, please don’t
mention our part in it. &
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Lifestyle

FANCIES is where we talk to Reykjavik's most fashion-forward figures about style

Sand Shark

Sand Shark (22) is a fashion student,
cosplayer and costume-enthusiast.

Sand Shark is wearing:
e Tiny purple glitter top
o Fluffy jacket from Dolls Kill
e Skirt from TopShop

e Shoes from Dolls Kill
¢ The patch is from a con. It has
Marina and The Diamonds lyrics on it.

Describe your style in five words:
Colourful, glittery thot. That’s it.

Favourite stores in Reykjavik:

It depends on the time of year. For example, |
really enjoy that glitter-clothes become more
popular around Christmas. | have really been
liking the stuff at Zara and Junik right now
because it’s all so sparkly. But there’s not a
lot of stores here that sell the type of cloth-
ing that | really love. But | do love—when | go
dark—Rokk & Romantik.

Words: Hannah Jane Cohen Photo: Art Bicnick

Favourite piece:

This pink furry jacket, and also my glitter
shoes. Glitter is my love. Just pour some glit-
ter on me and I'm good.

Something you would never wear:

That’s a hard one. The colour yellow | don’t
really like on me. I've seen other people pull it
off, though. You know that lcelandic fashion
mustard colour? No. Not gonna happen.

Lusting after:

Right now, what I'm focusing all my energy
into is getting my degree because | really
want to go to school in the UK. to become a
costume technician. Making costumes and
making dresses is where my passion lies. But
I'm also lusting after biodegradable glitter to
be easily accessible here. ¥
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ICELANDIC GASTROPUB

HAPPY HOUR

DRINKS & SMALL PLATES

15-18 EVERY DAY

All cocktails, beer on tap
and house wine by glass

- HALF PRICE!

We also offer two small courses
on Happy Hour pice!

Open 11:30-23:30

SATASVINID /| Hafnarstraeti 1-3 / Tel. 555 2900 / saetasvinid.is



15% DISCOUNT OF TOTAL BILL, EVERY DAY

5% DISCOUNT | e Yo

free events app,

Android stores

Find the best
Download our

APPENING, on
the Apple and

IF-YOU BRING THIS TICKET

SALKA VALKA
FISH & MORE

STEAMED FRESH FISH. TRADITIONAL ICELANDIC FISH "STEW'. FISH & VEGAN SOUPS,
SMOKED SALMON & VEGAN TOPPINGS ON SOURDOUGH BREAD. BEER. WINE. COFFEE & MORE

SKOLAVORDUSTIGUR 23 = 101 REYKJAVIK

A restaurant for the very svelte

A Sublime
Symphony

Dill 3.0 rattles fine dining norms
Words: Shruthi Basappa Photo: Art Bicnick

I walk into the womb-like vestibule
of Dill, still smelling faintly of tar
h and paint, with just enough lighting

qa to help my eyes adjust to the dark

interiors. The light grows as I walk
up the stairs and so does my antici-
5 F‘;‘-IF'%QIII(-;+ pation.

Dill 3.0 has only been open a few
weeks. We normally do not review
restaurants this early, but this is
chef Gunnar Karl, and when he tells
you that he is planning to turn the
tasting menu-wine pairing concept

on its head, you grab front row tick-
ets post haste.

Laissez-'fare’

The space that once housedNostra
has been transformed into a rusty
terracotta cocoon of warmth. For-
aged greens in clear glass frames
and burnished wood ledges with
wine glasses strike a homely vibe.
With the service abandoning the
long-winded spiel about the res-

@ JimClaudia2016

@@ @@ (@)Reviewed 1 week ago
Authentic Thai Food

| am surprised at the poor reviews
because during our visit in August the
service and food were both great. Maybe
because we just arrived just before they
opened at 6?7

Actually,in hindsight, | am glad we did not
read the reviews because we were so
pleased with our meal and we were able
to have lengthy conversations with both
the owner and staff.

Laugavegi 28

Show less
537 99 00 o
sumac®sumac.is Date of visit: August 2019
sumac.is @OOO® Value @@@@®® Service
@@©@®® Food
[ sumac Grill + Drinks ©@tripadvisor* Sumacgrilldrinks

taurant-ingredients-techniques for
easy conversation, I can’t help but
feel I am at a friendly dinner party.

Echoing that same vibe, the wine
courses—all natural—are offered
for a group of dishes, rather than the
traditional course by course pair-
ing. In a fine dining setting such as
this, the democratisation of pair-
ings allows for refreshing dialogue
between diners and the chefs.

Signature snacks arrive in rapid
succession—a teeny disc of cod
chip dotted with prunes, a thimble
of ‘kitchen scrap’ consomme is a
mouthful of deep dashi-like inten-
sity, and the goose offal pate is like
swallowing a Christmas bauble in
the best possible way. Ruby red beets
and equally bloody blueberries are
raw and pickled with a light snow of
horseradish, the stinging sharpness
of which nicely augments the Blanc
de Blancs de Bouzy ‘B3’ champagne
from Jean Vessele.

The ‘onion cake’ however is al-

ready gaining notoriety. A rich, al-
most malty financier, the rendered
onions interestingly recall foie
gras-like butteriness. Cut with the
sparkly wine, this remains a bite
you remember long after the meal.
Each of these heralders are perfectly
one-bite sized designed to leave one
longing for more.

Beyond tasting menus

A stream of demure and verdant lo-
cal veggies arrive next. Matchstick
like raw rutabaga becomes more
than the sum of its parts with its co-
riander and chilli flecked rutabaga
mash. The 2015 Chardonnay from
Alexandre Coulange highlights the
citrus notes of the coriander, mak-
ing it one of my favourite pairings
of the evening. Solfinn Danielsen’s
curation is unmistakable.

Designed to reduce kitchen waste
and to use ingredients in their en-
tirety, the main courses each hon-
our one star ingredient—on this
occasion, cod and goose.

Fish bones are simmered for a
soup, and when poured over tiny
orbs of al dente potatoes it is a more
successful reference to plokkfiskur
than the quenelle of cod that pre-
ceded it. The dry 2017 Chenin Blanc
from Garo’Vin is an arresting ac-
companiment, but the cod centres
are so textbook I find myselflonging
for some guts and glory.

The goose breast with pickled
crowberries reminds me that this
is what the goose likely ate sans the
copious puddle of seaweed butter
of course. The punch is delivered
with the intensely savoury goose
leg broth, every sip studded with a
brunoise of pickled root vegetables.

As I look back, however, it is
the humble griddle-cooked potato
flatbread I am thinking about. Nos-
talgia is a powerful ingredient in
cooking and one that Dill has long
teased. Here the bread with smoked
cream cheese and hand harvested
salt is a reminder of flatkaka and
smoked meats traditionally eaten
in Iceland, with neither of the two
components actually being served.

Dill 3.0 cleverly curates an en-
tire experience, be it the absence of
branding except for subtle flourish-
esintheletterpress menu cards, the
cutlery jar instead of place settings
and the eclectic playlist. Even as the
winning wine and dinner service
are bookended by precision food,
it is all designed to put you at ease,
and really rattle fine dining norms.
And that it does, with aplomb. &

BEST THAIFOOD 2019

RESTAURANT

Always been the best from the reviews
in our local people and local newspaper.
There's a reason why we get an award every once a year

Best goddamn restaurant 2011

Top Ten of Best restaurants in Iceland (DV. 17.06.11)

very reasonable prices

recommend : two very good thai restaurants
MIXED thai restaurant, hverfisgata 125, tel : 588 -1818

www.banthai.is tel: 55 -22-444, 692-0564 banthai@banthai.is i‘f

YummiYummi thai restaurant, hverfisgata 123, tel : 588 -21(:



Rustic n' crust,

The Lady Of The
Mountain In A

Ferris Wheel

Fjallkonan takes its guest on an interesting ride

Words: Ragnar Egilsson Photos: Art Bicnick

Cupcakes on Ferris wheels, smoke-
filled bubbles on cocktails, duck leg
pancake towers in birdcages—Fjall-
konan is big on whimsy and not shy
about it.

Located at the historic at Hafnar-
streeti 1-3, the duck leg bird cages
serve as a sly call-back to the build-
ing’s history. Originally the site of
“Falkahusio” (The Falcon House)
which was used to store locally-cap-
tured falcons for the Danish king
during the latter half of the 18th
century. The original building was
torn down in 1868, and between 1880
and 1907 the house was expanded.
Two floors were gradually added
and ultimately the city stuck a cou-
ple of wooden falcons to the ridge of
the roof in memory of the halcyon
days of colonial bird prisons. The
structure remained essentially the
same until it was officially given
protected status in 1991.

The rotation

The 2000s saw the location play
host to a rotation of bars, cafés, and

restaurants such as Café Victor,
Uno, Balthazar, Rustik, and Gali-
leo. Curiously, all of them featured
a Mediterranean or Icelandic theme
or some combination thereof and
Fjallkonan seems set to continue
that theme with added pizzazz (no
pizzas, though).

Lady of the mountain

Fjallkonan opened in June 2020,
with the most Icelandic name pos-
sible (“Lady of the Mountain” being
the literal female personification of
the nation), and backed by the same
team of restaurateurs that own next
door’s gastropub Seeta Svinid as well
as sharing owners with perennial
local favourites Apotek, Tapasbar-
inn and Sushi Social.

As with the other restaurants on
their roster, the menu at Fjallkonan
is extensive and features a wide ar-
ray of ingredients. The price bracket
would land them in high-end dining
but it’s a relaxed-fit atmosphere and
the portions are quite generous. A
couple of “small courses” may well

y! (say that three times fast)
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be enough for a date night (espe-
cially if you're hoping the date goes
well and don’t want to feel like a hu-
man bouncy castle).

Shift of focus

Initially, the cuisine of Fjallkonan
complemented the patriotic name,
with a reasonably strong focus on
Icelandic techniques and ingredi-
ents, but it has gradually moved
to include more inspiration from
Mediterranean and Middle-Eastern
cuisines. This amalgamation of in-
fluences is well represented by the
presence of “skyr tahini” in several
dishes or by employing savoury Ice-
landic crepes for the hoisin duck
wraps.

Vegans and vegetarians are well
served with dishes like BBQ mush-
room “ribs” and yuzu-glazed beets
with whipped feta cheese (the sec-
ond being a particular stand-out).

Deconstructed desserts

The atmosphere is lively on week-
ends, with groups of locals and
tourists of all ages plonking down
to quaff bright cocktails and stuff
themselves with deconstructed des-
serts influenced by classic Icelandic
candies before disappearing into
the Reykjavik night to plow through
the sleet.

The inclusion of one of the city’s
largest outdoor seating areas meant
that Fjallkonan has been quick to es-
tablish itself during one of Iceland’s
warmest summers on record and it
isn’t showing any signs of letting up.
[

|

REYKJAVIK | BT S TR O -BAR

| EST. 2012

FRENCH ONION SOUP

Icelandic Ishii cheese, crofitons

2.490 kr.

MOULES MARINIERES

steamed mussels from Breidafjorour

2.600 kr.

FISH OF THE DAY

chef’s special

3.990 kr.
Lunch offer from 11:30 - 14:00 1.990 kr.

OPINSTORG | 101 | REYKJAVIK | {SLAND
SNAPSBISTRO.IS | +354 5116677




Soaking In Love

Distance from
Reykjavik:
132 km

How to get there:
Route 49 to
Pjodvegur 1,
then follow
Borgarfjardar-
braut and
Halsaveitarvegur
to Husafell

Trip provided by:
Husafell Canyon
Baths
husafell.com

Support the Grapevine!
View this QR code in your
phone camera to visit
our tour booking site

The cosy changing roon

Standing in a heated, pine-panelled
room, putting off changing into my
swimsuit to bathe in the outdoor hot-
pot Giljab6d, I began to question all
decisions that brought me to this exact
point in life. The temperature outside
was -6° Celsius. My coat hung on a hook
fashioned from an old horseshoe, and
my bag rested on a bench topped with a
goat hide. Outside the changing room,
a series of rugged cliffs carved out a
canyon, covered in fresh snow and bi-
sected by a shallow river.

Half an hour ago, my wife, Harpa,
and I sat in a warm, well-lighted cafe
in Husafell, chatting with our guide,
Olga, as we waited for the maintenance
staff to clear the snowy path to the rus-
tic facilities. The storm last night had
blocked the way. “He doesn’t think it’s
a good idea, but I think it’s fine,” Olga
shrugged. I suspected he was probably
just grumpy about having to clear the
way for two overeager lovebirds. Hon-
estly, I couldn’t blame him.

A long-awaited journey

In order to make the hike over to the
cliffs’ edge and down a slippery set
of stairs, Harpa and I donned slip-re-
sistant shoe-covers. The weather had
caused our journey to be postponed
more than once, and our faces were
pummeled with falling snow as we
made the trek; we wondered if per-
haps we should have stayed home. But
we were determined, as we had an an-
niversary to celebrate.

Bearing this in mind, I took a deep

breath, pulled on my swim trunks,
braced myself and confidently ap-
proached the door. The counterweight
that kept the door shut lowered as I
opened it, and the whipping wind and
snow greeted me eagerly, stinging
every bit of exposed flesh. I sprinted
to the pool where my wife, clearly the
braver half of our partnership, was al-
ready waiting.

We were alone in the canyon and
as soon as I joined her in the warm
waters of Giljab6d, all doubts, worries,
and regrets melted along with the chill
in my bones as we popped open the
champagne.

Three baths, three
adventures

There are three baths to choose from
in the Husafell canyon. Urd (Earth) is
the warmest, at roughly 41° Celsius,
while Hringur (ring), modelled after
Snorri Sturluson’s own secret hot tub
in Reykholt, is 10° cooler. Down a flag-
stone path is a nameless bath, which
is the coldest of the three and, one a
day like my wife and I experienced, is
clearly reserved for those who wish
to assert their dominance and prove
their insanity.

All three were constructed using
methods dating back to the 10th cen-
tury, and the entire site was made from
locally sourced, natural materials.
Stone from the canyon floor was used
to construct the pools. The changing
rooms were built using salvaged tim-
ber from old telephone poles. Even the

Trying out the hot tubs

A relaxing bath in
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the Husafell canyon baths

Words: Sam 0’Donnell
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Difficult journey, but worth it

hooks on the walls and the goatskins
on the benches in the changing rooms
were sourced from local farms. The
entire setup was put together with the
goal of preserving the integrity of the
canyon while also allowing discerning
adventurers to take in a magnificent
view.

Soaking it in

We opted to take in the view from the
warmest bath. Sheer cliff faces sur-
rounded us on all sides, almost com-
pletely blocking out any wind. Tum-
bling down the cliff were a series of
waterfalls that had frozen over. The
surrounding cold air was soon forgot-
ten as we soaked in the hot water.
With cup holders built in the water-
side snow, we sat quietly, the whistling

e |

Photos: Art Bicnick

wind our only soundtrack, enjoying the
space between us that our silence oc-
cupied, appreciating the moment. You
can’t find this in any public swimming
pool in Iceland. No, this type of tucked
away experience is only available for
those adventurous sorts who enjoy
minimalistic outdoor experiences.
Here, there is no gift shop and the exit
is through the same way you came.
You’ll find no bar. If you want drinks,
bring them yourself. But the tradeoff
is a splendid opportunity to bathe in
a hot spring in the same way as the
Vikings and medieval chieftains did
athousand years ago. You may not get
an overpriced souvenir for it, but the
memories will stay with you forever.

Harpaand I clinked our glasses and
Istole a kiss. We both knew one thing:
this spot, right here, right now was the
best in the world.
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WELL, YOU ASKED

Dicks, Solari-
ums And A
Goldfish

Words: Sveinbjorn Palsson
Photo: Jéi Kjartans

Got a problem that needs solving, a burn-
ing issue that needs addressing, a matter
that needs settling, or a thirst for awe-
some life advice? We at the Grapevine are
here to help.

I'm haunted by the phrase “don’t be a
dick,” as | am truly a “prick,” person-
ality-wise. Do | get points for being the
best “knob” that | can be, within the
framework of a life lead as a natural
“plonker”?

- H. Sigurdsson (Freelance, Reykjavik)
No. Tactlessness can be ascribed to
impulsiveness, a personality trait con-
nected to such medically recognised
conditions as ADHD. However, flatu-
lence can also stem from medical con-
ditions, and it’s really nothing to be
proud of. Except I strongly suspect that
these two go hand in hand. I think that
the solution is consent: both for proud
fart-makers and lordly weenie-cere-
brumites. Clubs can be set up where
both kinds of hot air can be exchanged
freely, with pleasure.

When did visiting solariums stop being
cool? - Anonymous (DJ, Reykjavik)
1996. This has nothing to do with rela-
tive age, the fact that I turned 17 that
year is an absolute coincidence.

Is getting a goldfish morally defen-
sible? - R. Flygenring (Artist, Reykjavik)
According to veganism, no. All exploi-
tation of animals is off the table. If you
want a lively pet-something, your op-
tions are one of those fly-eating plants,
or getting a Tamagotchi off Bland.is.
Technically the exploitation of flies is
off the table, but since it’s a non-human
doing the exploitation you'll be ok. &

Send your unsolvable (UNTIL NOW) prob-

lems to grapevine@grapevine.is or tweet
us at @rvkgrapevine.

HORROR-SCOPES

New Year's
Resoleolions

Everyone loves a mandala tattoo...

Words: The Reykjavik Grapevine Spiritual Dept.
Photo: Art Bicnick

In HorrorScopes, the Grapevine’s
dedicated team of amateur astrolo-
gists breaks down your upcoming
weeks based on garbage datapoints
like your time of birth.

Aries
%% The Law Of Attraction
states that if you send
positive vibes out to the universe,
the universe will respond in kind

with blessings. We’re SURE this
will cure your eczema.

Taurus
&(‘{# Stay the fuck away from
¥  the Golden Circle.

Gemini

@ Mae West might be most

o~ well known for her raun-
chy double entendrées, but she was
also arrested for obscenity charges
relating to her 1927 play ‘Sex.” West
knew the police were coming so she
put on some lipstick and surround-
ed herself with drag queens. The

subsequent paparazzi photos went
“1920s viral.” Tragedy will strike in
2020, Gemini, so you best turn it
into publicity.

Cancer
Cancer, you are a strong,
7 attractive, interesting,
loving, and hysterical person.

Stop texting your ex. He watches
‘The Big Bang Theory.’
So in 2019 you went

% vegan. In 2020, take the

extra step and become ‘spiritual.
Everyone loves a mandala tattoo.

Leo

%o \Virgo
f{é’)}, Nail-biting is not a proper
diet, Virgo. January is the
month to bring out the pepper nail
polish and pretend it works until
you catch yourself enjoying the
punishing taste while you try to
hang on to the feeling that every-
thing is under control. It’s not.

In 2020, we plan to smoke, drink, and raise our cholesterol

Libra

Henry VIII's oft-forgot-

ten Catholic wife, Anne
of Cleves, somehow secured an
amicable annulment from the no-
toriously unstable leader. She left
the palace with a generous salary,
two castles, and outlived almost
everyone involved with Henry’s
crazy AF life. Let Anne be your
guide for 2020. By that, we mean,
never consummate a marriage.
Scorpio, 2020 spells disap-

pointment. Sorry. You need

to try less hard. Not that you're
overdoing things, or controlling,
it's just that with what's in the
cards for you, any effort is wast-
ed, save for the regular trip to the
giant ice cream freezer in Hag-
kaup Skeifan at 3 in the morning.
Your only possible saving grace is
spending all your money on lot-
tery tickets.

Scorpio

Sagittarius

It’s time to reflect on the
back pain that carrying a

clown mask for all these years has

puton you. Bury the clown, kick the

clown, open up to the clown and

be free.

5@ Yes, Capricorn, every-
one can tell you've been

listening to too much Xanax rap

even though you'’re clearly not

cool enough for that. You're an

accountant.

Capricorn

Aquarius

On New Year’s Eve you got
¥ trashed and shaved your
head in the back alley of an under-
ground club in Berlin...now what?
Aquarius, no one is surprised.

Pisces
! This is the year for bath-
room breaks to stop be-

ing crying breaks, Pisces. ¢

, T
y Art Bic

H essin_ggarskélinn (Hresso) is a Classical Bistro,
located in theheart of the city at Austurstrzeti 20

Food is served from 10.wntil 22 every day.
OnThursday, Friday and Saturday nights,
afterthe kitchen closes Hressé heats up with
live music. Weekends, DJs keep the party going
until morning, with no cover charge

-
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ICELANDER’S

FAVORITE SUBS &iie

WE USE ONLY THE BEST
ICELANDIC INGREDIENTS

INGOLFSTORG, DOWN TOWN REYKJAVIK
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The Gateway to Iceland’s
Most Active Volcanic Area

Photo: Eyjafjallajokall Eruption2010.-

s

The creation of Iceland

A world class exhibition on
volcanoes and earthquakes
surrounded by active volcanoes.

More info and tickets at Open every day Lava now s Follow us on
www.lavacentre.is 9:00 - 19:00 accepts (Sap ALIPAY social media

Where are we?

The Lava Centre is situated at
Hvolsvollur on the South Coast
of Iceland.

0 0 Volcano & Earthquake Centre
Austurvegur 14, Hvolsvollur-Soeuth'iceland
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To The Nazi
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Words: Catharine Fulton
Photo: Art Bicnick

PRICE 6 9
Thank you for so publicly displaying your FROM
hate in the form of a sizeable decal on your
otherwise standard issue MacBook. Standing

geniality to the barista (who is most certainly

WWW.RSS.IS/NLS

m5.390%,

behind you in line, you spoke with such con-  ESSEESEEN :{ole] (], [ ASSISTANCE AVAILAB LE 24/7 +354 497 5000 WWW.RSS.IS \

not Nordic... why didn't you "resist" her?) that
I contentedly sat with my oat milk latte and
a warm feeling in my heart that I was shar-
ing the space with another good and decent
human being. Thank you for correcting me.

As 2020 kicks into gear, I am grateful for
the opportunity to sip my morning coffee in
close proximity to your hostile symbolism, as
the experience has served to strengthen my
resolve to spend this new year and every year
thereafter doingwhatIcantocombatyouride-
ologiesandbuildasocietywhere youdo not feel
comfortable being so brazen in your hatred.

I resolve, among other things, to multi-
ply my efforts to instil in my children a deep
appreciation and love for people of every
colour, creed, gender and ability and teach
them that all people are welcome and worthy.

If I were a religious person, dear Nazi, > o0

I would pray for you. But instead I will keep
you in mind as I spread love and acceptance.

‘ %
! > ‘ﬁ’ .
I will also hope that in this new year, for E | S |<
the sake of yourself, Icelandic society and
the world at large, you will resolve to em- o

brace and appreciate the differences of the
people around you rather than continuing REYKJAVIK TERMINAL TO KEF AIRPORT
to harbour so much disdain in your heart.

_—— BOOKING ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE 24/7

Happy New Year. ¢

OFFICIAL PARTNER
WITH KEF AIRPORT

N

KEFLAVIK

AIRPORT

PREMIUM

PRICE 5 990|S|<
FROM .
DOORTO DOOR SERVICE

+ 354 497 8000 WWW.AIRPORTDIRECT.IS

Adventure Tours @

in South Iceland g \9//

ATV's on Black Sand Beaches with visit to Plane Wreck ARCANUM.IS -

Call sales office
from 08:00 - 18:00
or book online.

DN

IR ANLIN Snowmobiles
ADVENTURE TOURS on Myrdalsjékull

INFO@ARCANUM.IS - TEL: +354 487 1500
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